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AS happens all too often, Searchlight has again been trapped by printers’ deadlines. As we 
go to press, some of the Mosley papers have been released by the Home Secretary, and the 
newspapers are full of revelations that Mussolini and Lord Nuffield were amongst 
Mosley’s financial backers — news which comes a little stale to those who have taken an in- 
terest in British fascism over the years. 

In our last issue we took slightly to task Mr Fred Mallon and other organisers of the cam- 
paign to have the papers released for their willingness to allow Lady Mosley and her en- 
tourage (Mosley’s political hatchetman Jeffrey Hamm, and her son Jonathan Guinness, 
former right-wing leader of the Monday Club) to attend a public meeting organised by the 
campaign in the east end of London. 

As our photograph shows, Mosley’s widow — always more politically hardline than her 
husband — was cheerfully welcomed by Mr Mallon, who professes to have been active in 
anti-fascist campaigns in London in the 1930s. It now transpires that those three were not 
the only right-wingers to have been allowed to attend. Amongst others present was Pat 
Duhig, former fascist leader in Tower Hamlets and a man well-known for organising and 
leading a crowd of dockers to Parliament in support of Enoch Powell’s ‘Rivers of Blood’ 
speech in 1968. This mob kicked and beat a number of people who dared to object to them 
at the gates of Parliament. 








Now, in correspondence with the Sunday Telegraph, ‘Britische Historiker’ David Irving 
has put in his two pfennigs worth, and in a Sunday Times review of the new biography of 
Mosley by his son Nicholas (coincidentally published at the same time as the papers were 
released) historian John Vincent goes in for a straightforward rescue job of the old black- 
shirt leader. 

We suspected from the start that the only papers which would be released would be those 
which allowed Lady Mosley and her followers to raise a banner saying ‘Yes, we were 
fascists, but we were great patriots’ and not those which might seriously compromise sec- 
tions of the British establishment. As it is, she has got just what she wanted. 


@ Guess who came to dinner — we name Germany’s friends. Pages 10-11. 
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Leicester NF 
get stitched up 





FUGITIVE solicitor Anthony Reed 
Herbert has always been seen as 
something of a wide-boy in nazi 
circles. Even when he fled to his 
hideaway cottage in the _ Irish 
Republic after World in Action’s 
exposure of his gun-running 
activities in 1981, he has. still 
managed to keep body and soul 
together more than adequately. 

The Leicester NF headquarters, for 
instance, bought by local members’ 
subscriptions, with only about half the 
capital provided by him personally, was 
registered in Reed-Herbert’s name. He had 
rent-free accommodation for his legal 
practice out of it, and then sold it off to 
finance his resettlement in Ireland, making 
a healthy profit out of the deal. Needless to 
say, many of his former colleagues are 
complaining that they have been duped, 
and are owed large sums of money. 

One of Reed-Herbert’s other business 
interests is the Leicester Embroidery 
Company (see Searchlight 87). Having used 
many of his former political associates as 
cheap labour (including two members of 
the hapless Brakes family from Leicester, 
the mother of which family is former NF 
Directorate member Beryl Brakes) he 
recruited Ray Hill into the business, no 
doubt thinking that in return for a cushy 
job, Hill would make available the not 
inconsiderable ‘pull’ he enjoys with teams 
of young nazi thugs. 

This was his first, and perhaps biggest, 
mistake. Reed-Herbert blundered in 
underestimating Hill, who possesses a 
degree of cunning which would make the 
average rat blush. 

Hill has been based periodically in 
Ireland, where he doubled as a Leicester 
Embroidery salesman and minder for the 
luckless nazi fugitive John Grand Scrutton. 
Scrutton had been hurriedly despatched 


over there amid widespread nazi panic that 
he was ready to grass up the whole gun- 
running operation to Leicester police. But 
Scrutton returned, and although he made a 
full statement to the police, the DPP 
decided not to prosecute. Reed-Herbert 
breathed a sigh of relief, and decided that 
Hill was no longer needed in Ireland. 
Instead he asked him to look after the 
Leicester end of the Embroidery operation. 

Hill has now been telling his 
acquaintances that Reed-Herbert promised 
him a permanent job and a home in 
Ireland, and that he has ratted on his 
promise. Not the forgiving type, Hill 
worked his way up from a sales position in 
Leicester Embroidery, and has made 
himself virtually indispensible to Reed- 
Herbert. 

Suddenly, a few weeks ago, it became 
clear that the company was flat broke. 
Reed-Herbert is left wondering what hit 
him and Hill is left in the clear, laughing up 
his sleeve. 


Hill gives the 
needle to 
Reed-Herbert 


Meanwhile the nazi scene is Leicester is in 
uproar. One former employee of Leicester 
embroidery has made allegations to both 
the DHSS and the Inland Revenue about 
discrepancies in the figures submitted to 
these government departments. Another 
has approached the national press but was 
unable to provide sufficient proof of her 
allegations. There are still a few Reed- 
Herbert ‘loyalists’ in the city, but they are a 
small and rapidly diminishing group. 

Last April, Leicester Embroidery did a 








@ NF SKINHEAD IN GANG ATTACK 


A member of the National Front was one of a 
gang of skinheads who attacked two black men 
in a pub near Stoke-on-Trent. 

David Thomas (19), of Wapping, a former NF 
member, and Mark Harvey (20), of Dagenham, 
pleaded guilty to affray at Stoke-on-Trent 
Crown Court. Thomas was sentenced to 12 
months youth custody, and Harvey to nine 
months, for their part in the attack. 

Thomas and Harvey were two of a group of 
London skinheads who'd travelled to Hanley to 
see a band playing at the Vine Inn. Two black 


men, who were regulars at the pub, were insulted 
by Harvey and Thomas, and when they tried to 
leave were pelted with beer glasses. Both men 
suffered serious head injuries, requiring stitches. 
Mr Patrick Thomas, prosecuting, said: 

“‘The London youths threw glasses, chairs and 
fists’’. The pub landlord was struck on the head 
with a glass. 

Richard Marks, defending, said Thomas had 
married since the offence, and had given up his 
membership of the National Front. (Stoke-on- 
Trent Evening Sentinal 5.10.83.) 





Reed Herbert’s hideaway cottage. Not so 
secret any more. 


moonlight flit from their premises at 107 
Bridge Road, Leicester, still owing its Asian 
landlord well over a thousand pounds. 
They set up again in premises rented from 
Andrew Ashby, a former NF parliamentary 
candidate. Ashby is a close associate of 
Hill, and it seems that Hill has tutored him 
well; when, a few weeks ago, Reed-Herbert 
tried to have Leicester Embroidery’s 
machinery moved out of the premises, 
Ashby refused to allow it to go, claiming 
that Reed-Herbert owes him rent. 

Meanwhile, DHSS and Inland Revenue 
investigations (not to mention Customs and 
Excise investigating VAT matters) are 
finding that unravelling the affairs of 
Leicester Embroidery is a _ not 
inconsiderable task. Enquiries at 
Companies House reveal that no accounts 
have every been filed for the holding 
company Hefstar Ltd, which was formed in 
early 1981. Amongst the directors listed is 
Anthony Reed-Herbert, and the company’s 
registered office is given as 337 
Humberstone Road — the old Leicester NF 
headquarters. It is also given as Reed- 
Herbert’s private address, which it never 
has been. The second registered director is 
Peter Ash, once exposed in a Sunday 
newspaper for conning money out of old 
age pensioners. But Ash has denied point 
blank to investigators that he a director, 
and seems to have confused questioners 
with his claim that Reed-Herbert conned 
him into ‘‘just signing a bit of paper’’. This 
is difficult to believe when it is remembered 
that Ash is an experienced businessman 
who has run his own company, ‘Pink Spot 
Printers’ for several years. It becomes even 
more implausible in the light of the fact that 
both his wife and daughter have been 
employed by Leicester Embroidery for over 
two years. 

But Ash may have met his match in Hill, 
the one-time manager of Leicester 
Embroidery. Hill is advising all 
investigators and the growing queue of 
creditors to ‘‘get in touch with one of the 
directors. I was only an employee’’. 

Like the ‘mills of God’ the VAT, DHSS 
and Inland Revenue, investigations grind 
slowly — but they grind exceedingly small. 
Watch this space. 





ROGER SCRUTON: PORTRAIT OF 





““T HOPE YOU’RE NOT GOING 
TO CALL ME A FASCIST... 


Roger Scruton is one of the 
most significant of the 
“Peterhouse School” of right- 
wing Tories, who reject the 
fashionable doctrines -of the 
free market in favour of a much 
more traditionalist, 
authoritarian and High Tory 
approach. This group first shot 
to public prominence in 1978, 
with the publication of a 
selection of Conservative Essays 
by the so-called ‘Salisbury 
Group”, a political association 
dominated by people with 
present or past connections 
with Peterhouse College, 


ROGER Scruton’s rise 


_ hard right has been a comparatively 


_ recent phenomenon, and his circle - 
of political acquaintances has not — 
always been as exalted, nor as 
eminently respectable, as they are 


today. 


In the late 1970s, for 


philosophy, as part of a right-wing 


_ triumvirate which was active in s dent 


politics. 


Amongst his associates then were 


Della Aleksander and Moira Archer, 


both connected to the unashamedly nazi 


to 
prominence as an ideologue of the 


instance, : 
Scraton was well known at Birkbeck 
College, London, where he taught — 


Cambridge (including Maurice 
Cowling, fellow of Peterhouse, 
Edward Norman, Dean of 
Peterhouse, Peregrine 
Worsthorne of the Sunday 
Telegraph, George Gale of the 
Daily Express, and Scruton 
himself, all of whom spent time 
at the College). 

The argument of Conservative Essays 
was summed up by editor Maurice Cowling 
in his statement: ‘‘It is not freedom that 
Conservatives want: what they want is the 
sort of freedom that will maintain existing 
inequalities or restore lost ones’’. Scruton 
himself summed up his own political 
philosophy in a book, The Meaning of 
Conservatism, published in 1980, in which 
he condemned free market ideology as no 


League of St George. The three were 
frequently seen in each other’s 


company, and gathered in Scruton’s _ 
office. 
Della Aleksander was, and is, a well- _ 


known figure on the neo-nazi right. 


Before a sex-change operation in — 
_ Casablanca in 1970, Della Aleksander — 
was Derek Aleksander, a Mosleyite and 


a firm friend of Sir Oswald Mosley 
himself. With others who had won their 
blackshirt spurs on the streets, — 


Aleksander became involved with the — 
_ League of St George when it wasformed _ 


in 1975 by Mosleyites tired of being 


simply the old man’s fan club. In 1975 __ 
and 1976 she was editor of the League’s _ 


journal League Review, and contributed 


a number of hardline articles eee 


less than ‘‘the principal enemy of 

Conservatism’’, going on to define his view 

of Conservatism as follows: 
“In politics, the conservative attitude 
seeks above all for government, and 
regards no citizen as possessed of a 
natural right that transcends his 
obligation to be ruled. Even democracy 
— which corresponds neither to the 
natural nor to the supernatural 
yearnings of the normal citizen — can be 
discarded without detriment to the civil 
well-being as the conservative conceives 
Ht? 


Scruton has reiterated these authoritarian 
and anti-democratic views both in his own 
publications (he is the editor of the 
Salisbury Group’s journal, Salisbury 
Review) and in his weekly column in The 
Times. In the first edition of the Review, 


K Mle Ale baste te me Jeez 
Ye oat. 


ee ine — with her 


and her association 





A HARD-RIGHT IDEOLOGUE 





Scruton expressed the hope that the 
Falklands Spirit should be reflected in 
domestic matters, such as capital 
punishment and immigration. In the same 
issue, he printed an article by fellow- 
Cambridge academic John Casey calling for 
compulsory repatriation of Britain’s black 
population. In the second edition, Scruton 
praised the military junta in Turkey, 
describing ‘‘American-style freedoms’’ as 
‘*inessentials’’, and called for a return to 
military conscription. In recent articles in 
The Times, Scruton praised the House of 
Lords and other non-elected bodies, and 
argued that local government elections be 
abolished, and towns and cities be run by 
commissioners appointed by the crown. 
Scruton’s importance in contemporary 
Conservative thinking is three-fold. First of 
all, Salisbury Review itself has become the 
most well-regarded organ of the new High 
Toryism. Second, Scruton was (with Casey, 
the compulsory repatriator) the founder of 
the Conservative Philosophy Group, a kind 
of right-wing dinner club which brings 
together journalists like Peregrine 
Worsthorne, Ronald Butt, T.E. Utley and 
Paul Johnson with politicians like John 
Selwyn Gummer (recently made Tory Party 
Chairman), Jonathan Aitken (at whose 
house meetings are usually held), Julian 


Not long afterwards Aleksander ran 
for office in a university election, openly 
_ ealling on students to ‘‘Vote for a 
National Socialist — Vote Della’. 
_ Scruton’s association’ with 
Aleksander, as evidenced by the letter, 


_ coincided with her most active period in 


the League of St George. — 


_ The letter is dated January 1977. Only 


‘the previous month, in December 1976, 
she penned a keynote article for League 
Review entitled ‘‘National Socialism — 

__ the immer core’’, one of the most 
_thoroughgoing expositions of nazi 
doctrine to grace the modern fascist 
press. The article described her as a 
member of the League's Editorial 
iin ie same issue she profiled Sir 


Oswald Mosley, ‘‘this remarkable man’’ 
___ who proved that ‘with the years comes 
__wisdom’’. Earlier offerings appearing in 
| the journal under her name included 

“Democracy — the ultimate absurdity’, _ 


“Triumph of the Will” and “Mystique _ 


Amery, Enoch Powell and indeed the Prime 
Minister herself. 

A Times article in January this year 
outlining the aims and activities of 
Scruton’s group was entitled ‘‘Who thinks 
for Mrs Thatcher?’’. 

The CPG is generally credited with 
averting the ‘‘threat’’ of a unilateralist vote 
at the General Synod of the Church of 
England. Inspired by this success, Scruton 
has recently founded the Academic Council 
for Peace and Freedom, whose inaugural 
conference in September was chaired by 
Lord Vaizey and addressed, among others, 
by Count Nikolai Tolstoy. 

On October 21, the Council published a 
large, anti-unilateralist advertisement in the 
Times Higher Education Supplement, 
signed by 200 academics, including right- 
wing educationalist Baroness Cox, Freedom 
Association stalwart Anthony Flew, ‘‘anti- 
Marxist’’ campaigner Julius Gould, Social 
Democratic Alliance (and SDP) founder 
Douglas Eden, Peterhouse Master Lord 
Dacre (formerly Hugh Trevor-Roper), and 
noted anti-Soviet activists Leonard Shapiro 
and Peter Reddaway. 

The secretary of the Academic Council 
for Peace and Freedom is David Levy, who 
was a leading member of the Monday Club 
in the early 1970s, during the period when 


department, entitled ‘Personal Integrity 
and the well-governed state’’. When the 
paper was presented at a seminar, it 
caused a furious debate, after which one 
student approached Scruton and asked 
if he had helped write it. No, he hadn’t, 
he replied. There was only one thing 
wrong with Archer’s argument, he said, 
“It doesn’t go far enough’’. Archer had 
_ ‘spoken with approval of an elite’ and 
argued that democracy was not desirable 
_for reasons of fairness or equality, but 
only to ‘‘satisfy the masses’ and hold 
_ the system together. 
_ During this period Aleksander also 
tried to get Roger Scruton to write for 
League Review but he refused. 
Another interesting associate of 
Scruton was disclosed by Aleksander to 
her visitors. She had, she said, been 
close to long-time nazi ‘Prince’ Michael 
Grousinski, who, she went on, ‘‘was at 
_ Cambridge with Roger Scruton’’. 
Grousinski was indeed at Cambridge 
at the same time as Scruton in the early 


1960s, and was active in a self-styled 


phy Order of Malta. 


‘cell’ of young neo-nazis calling 


Ss themselves first the National Front, and 
cee er 1976, with Della as -_ 
— Features cape it i currieg a 
_ Grousinski had been adopted by a West- 
country clergyman, and often used his 
adopted name, Michael Coward. In _ 


_ later, the National Student Front. From 
‘a white-Russian emigre background, 


1968 he joined the clandestine National 
Socialist Group, boasting of his military _ 
credentials and his membership of the 
‘He received a 





Roger Scruton. 


the Club’s main concern was its anti- 
immigration campaign, a campaign which 
led it into an uncomfortably close 
relationship with the National Front and 
other extreme-right groupings. 


conviction for a firearms offence in 
1971, and died in a fire in 1977. Scruton, 
who admits that he was acquainted with 
Grousinski, insists that he did not know 
him well, but they had many friends in 
common at Peterhouse. 

Della Aleksander’s assessment of 
Roger Scruton’s politics is very 
revealing. The main difference between 
her views and his, she says, is her 
‘cosmic belief?’ which she had later 
come to embrace. This belief she calls 
Theocratic Socialism and describes as 
‘the theological and practical 
development of the essential spiritual 
core of national socialism’’. Her 
theocratic socialist literature is still laced 
with quotes from Hitler, Himmler and 
Rosenburg. Roger Scruton, she says, ‘‘is 
a high Tory. He is an elitist who believes 
in a return to the caste system. Roger 
doesn’t really believe in parliamentary 
democracy at all. But that’s something 
you can’t come out and say openly — 


yet’. When we put this to Scruton he 
just grunted. ‘‘I hope’’ he said, ‘‘you’re 


not going to call me a fascist’’. He is not 
— but his views on democracy and his 
present role we do find a little worrying. 


League Review No.1] September 18, 1976 





Editor and 


Production Manager : J. Sibley 


Features Editor : D. Aleksander 


League Review — 1976. 





Challenge to far-right at Tory Conference 





OCTOBER’S Conservative Party 
Conference saw the most determined 
effort for some years by the Monday 
Club to put their stamp on the week’s 


proceedings. The much-publicised 
repatriation debate came about as a 
result of their intensive lobbying; their 
fringe meetings were focused upon by 
the media; and the repatriation debate 
itself was led off by senior Club 
member Harvey Proctor. It was only 
the premature leaking of the Young 
Conservatives’ internal report on 
extremist infiltration, and the laudable 
efforts of some YCs at the conference 
which ensured that the spotlight which 
fell upon the Club was a highly critical 
one. 


The repatriation motion came onto the 
agenda as something of a surprise. After 
much lobbying by Monday Club supporters 
(also rooting for a resolution on Northern 
Ireland) the motion put forward by the 
Billericay Conservative Political Centre (in 
Proctor’s constituency) was balloted onto 
the conference agenda. 


Low turnout 


The success of the motion’s supporters in 
getting it debated did not, however, 
necessarily demonstrate widespread support 
amongst delegates. Reliable reports suggest 
that fewer than 150 of the 4,000 delegates 
actually voted for it to be heard — only a 
few dozen more than voted for it at the end 
of the debate. It succeeded in the ballot 
partly because of a low turnout, and partly 
because the votes actually cast were spread 
thinly across a large number of motions 
competing to be heard in a first-past-the- 
post election system. 

The Monday Club, nevertheless, were 
much lifted by their apparent success, and, 
with the YCs’ leaked report fresh in 
people’s minds, attention focused on their 
repatriation fringe meeting. 

About 200 delegates packed the meeting 
hall to hear a Club platform including 
Harvey Proctor, Hayes and Harlington MP 
Terry Dicks, and two blacks, Michael 
Williams and Derek Laud, arguing for a 
policy of induced repatriation. Mr Laud’s 
bizarre political alignment was later further 
illustrated by his election as secretary of the 
Club’s Immigration and Race Relations 
Committee. 

Laud and Williams sat impassively beside 
Terry Dicks as he launched into a speech 
laced through with racist myths and stereo- 
types, referring to coloured immigrants as 
“the flotsam and jetsam of the Third 
World’’. At least one television network 

‘had extracts from his speech vetted by 
lawyers before including them in their news 
bulletin. They feared they might breach the 
Race Relations Act. It was left to members 
of the Young Conservatives and the Tory 
Reform Group to challenge the clear racism 
of the meeting from the floor. 

An interesting footnote to prevailing 


Photo: Militant 


attitudes in the Monday Club comes from 
the contents of their bookstall on display at 
the meeting. Titles included It’s a Wog’s 
Life by ‘Golly’, and a volume of bizarre 
racial-sexual fantasies. 

The evening following the Monday Club 
meeting saw a remarkable confrontation on 
BBC2’s Newsnight, when Harvey Proctor 
crossed swords with YC chairman Phil 
Pedley. When Proctor turned on the YCs 
accusing them of disloyalty to the Prime 
Minister and her policies, Pedley took the 
bull by the horns, challenging Proctor to 
explain his public association with people 
like Andrew Fountaine, Don Bennett, Tony 
Malski and Young NF members through 
the medium of meetings organised by Joan 
Mason’s WISE. ‘‘You play the man not the 
issue’’ spluttered Proctor, to which 
Newsnight presenter John Tusa quickly 
retorted, ‘‘But it is fair to ask who your 
friends are, isn’t it Mr Proctor?’’. Fair or 
not, they got no satisfactory reply. 

Then, on the Thursday afternoon of 
conference, came the repatriation debate, 
and scenes which must have been the final 
seal of disaster on a catastrophe-ridden 
week for Margaret Thatcher. The motion 
called for an end to all immigration from 
the New Commonwealth and new 
inducments to immigrants already settled 
here to leave the country. 

Harvey Proctor, doing his tiresome 
Enoch Powell lookalike and soundalike 
routine, proposed the motion to a mixture 
of applause, booing and hissing. Following 
him came Birmingham councillor Graham 
Ling, who made one of the most noisily- 
received speeches in support of Proctor’s 
motion. He said, ‘‘There is a natural 
human preference to live with people of 
one’s own kind’’. 

Towards the end of the debate, a speech 
by Asian estate agent Paul Nischal from 
Birmingham was persistently interrupted 
from the floor by Ian Tuson from Widnes, 
who, purple in the face, brandished his fist 
at the rostrum screaming ‘‘England for the 
English’’. One delegate demanded that the 
Conference chairperson ‘‘remove this 
National Front man’’ and other delegates 
began shouting ‘‘Out, out, out’’, as the 
proceedings degenerated into chaos. Tuson 
had entered the conference hall using 
credentials belonging to a delegate, Ian 
McGaw from Blackburn. 

The motion was heavily defeated, with 


only about 100 hands raised in its favour, 
but black people and anti-racists will have 
drawn little comfort from the arguments 
deployed against it. Speaker after speaker 
resurrected the numbers game: ‘“‘It’s 
alright, there are no more coming’’. One 
even went so far as to argue that 
repatriation was untenable because it would 
add unnecessarily to public expenditure. 
And, of course, legal experts like Sir 
Edward Gardiner could come forward and 
argue that the government’s recently 
enacted Nationality Act, in conferring the 
status of British subject on many immigrant 
people, made repatriation a legal, logical 
and moral impossibility. All very true, of 
course, in one respect, but offering no 
protection at all to those black people here, 
or those British passport holders. still 
abroad, who do not enjoy the status of 
British subject in the new order of things. 
And it is no consolation to anybody that 
racist arguments have to be defeated with 
racist laws. 


Awesome persuasion 


Mrs Thatcher, as we noted in our last issue, 
conveniently absented herself from the 
debate, neatly avoiding having to applaud, 
along with the rest of the platform, the 
motion’s opponents. Conservative sources 
make clear that the arm-twisting and 
persuasion by party managers that went on 
in the hotels and corridors to ensure that 
the motion was lost were awesome. 
Delegates were left in no doubt that it 
would be considered ‘disloyal’ to support 
Proctor, and it is clear that the intense 
media interest generated about right-wing 
infiltration and collaboration by the YCs’ 
report played a large part in forcing the 
party hierarchy’s hand. 

Of course, Mrs Thatcher could have 
helped seal the racists’ defeat the following 
day in her end-of-conference address. She 
could have affirmed that all people have the 
right to equal opportunities and to freedom 
from racist harassment and discrimination. 
She could have asserted that racist ideas 
have no place in the Conservative Party. 
She could simply have made clear a 
commitment to a multi-racial society. But 
despite the debates of the previous week, 
she did none of those things. Her bridges to 
the party’s extreme right remain in excellent 
repair, and in that, black people can take 
no comfort at all. 


lan Tuson: “England for the English”. 





activist 
_ for the Conservative Party has 
: publicly declared that he has no 
policy disagreements with the 
NF and stands ey his earlier 
beliefs. 
_ David White, an NF candidate in 
the 1979 general election, was re- 
_ elected as a Tory councillor in local 
elections last May. His name 
appeared in the Young 
Conservatives’ report on infiltration 
and collaboration as one of those 
|. who had drifted from the NF back to 
the Conservatives. 


Den Dover (left) supports David White. 


_ White refuses to reject the views _ 


that attracted him to the NF in the 


first place. He recently told a local 


now a local councillor — 


Dover. 


report, he said, was ‘stupid’. He 


_ went on, ‘This report was prepared | 


by some Young Conservatives of 
leftish inclination who have 
massively over-reacted to a natural 
situation where some members of 
groups like the National Front 
decide they have had enough of 
them and get out”. 

* a * 
THE Deputy Mayor of Leek in 
Staffordshire has had to resign 
following disclosure of his past 
involvement in the National 
Front. 

Bernard Ward, a 80-year-old 
psychiatric nurse, was elected to the 
local council for the first time last 
May, and was made Deputy Mayor. 
In the normal course of events he 
would have become mayor next 
year. Ward had joined the NF in 1973, 


White's inclusion in the YC. 


been an election candidate for _ 
the NF in Staffordshire, and prior to 
that had been its branch organiser in 
Belfast. 
Local Tories admitted that Ward 
had disclosed his NF membership 


_when he joined the Conservatives | 


over five years ago. An unnamed _ 
party spokesperson told the press: _ 


_ “Bernard Ward's resignation was a 


personal decision and he still has the - 


group's full support’. 


In 1977, while still in the NF, Ward _ 
was convicted of public order | 


offences and assault following an 


attack on anti-fascists. He was fined 
and bound over for a year. 

2 * * 
CONSERVATIVE nomination — 
papers signed by a former local 
NF leader embarrassed Tories 


trying to win a West Midlands _ 


council by-election recently. 

Joe Skeldon, who was founder 
and chairman of Brierley Hill — 
National Front and NF organiser in 


Dudley, was discovered to have 
_ signed nomination papers for Tory 


candidate John Woods in a Brierley _ 
Hill ward by-election. Wood, who | 


_ claimed the nomination signatures 


had been gathered in great haste at 


the last moment, told reporters: ‘I 


newspaper: ‘| left the National Front _ 


because of differences on 
constitution and presentation, not 
because it was extreme but because 
policies wer 
the right way’. He was not, he said, 
ashamed of his past and his former 
links with the NF. 

Leaping to his defence came 


't being presented in. 


knew Mr Skeldon had had some © | 


_ involvement with the National Front 


but | thought he was now a 
Conservative supporter’. Skeldon | 


had in fact left the Conservative _ 


Barnard Ward _ psychiatric 
nurse. 


PROCTOR SUPPORTER STARTS 


STORM IN BIRMINGHAM 





A row has blown up on Birmingham 
City Council, following the speech 
made by City Councillor Graham Ling 
in support of Harvey Proctor, MP’s 
racist anti-immigration motion to the 
Conservative Party Conference. 


Ling was one of three speakers in favour 
of Proctor’s motion (selected from a list of 
only six delegates who had sent in slips in 
favour of the motion). During his speech, 
he supported the idea of ‘‘voluntary 
repatriation’? to reduce the immigrant 
community to a size where they can be 
‘easily absorbed in our society’’. He 
criticised the fact that ‘‘the ratepayer 
should find money to teach Asian children 
their mother tongues in our schools’’, and 
that black people ‘‘should receive more 
benefits and subsidies just because they are 
immigrants’’. Dependants of immigrants 
should not ‘‘be allowed to come and live 


here and probably at the 
expense’’. 

Ling concluded by saying that ‘‘there is a 
natural human preference for people to 
want to live with their own kind’’. 

Ling’s speech has proved deeply 
embarrassing to Birmingham 
Conservatives. A motion was presented to 
the City’s Housing Committee, 
disassociating the Committee from Ling’s 
remarks, which was only lost by the 
chairman’s casting vote against (the built-in 
Tory majority of three on the Committee 
was eroded by abstentions. A full Council 
motion (on 1 November) disassociating the 
Council from Ling’s sentiments was again 
only very narrowly defeated, through 
Conservative abstentions. And an arts 
centre scheme in Ling’s ward (Moseley) has 
been threatened by patrons and trustees 
who have said they will resign unless Ling 
withdraws from any involvement with the 


taxpayers’ 


S 


_ Party in the mid-70s to help set up 


the NF group in Brierley Hill. He has 


_ told the press that he is no lone a. 


member. 





project. 
Even without his remarks at the Tory 
Conference, Ling was in trouble. As 


Chairman of the Council’s Urban Renewal 
Sub-Committee, he had been accused by 
Asian councillors of discriminating against 
Asians, who are having to wait 12 months 
longer than whites to get offers of four- 
bedroomed homes when their families need 
re-housing. Ling’s response to the criticism 
echoed his Conference speech. ‘‘There are 
plenty of large houses and we have 
problems with Asians who are offered 
damn good houses and refuse them because 
they are not near mosques’’, he told the 
Birmingham Post. 

“The Asians are used to having a lot of 
children in India on the basis that only a 
few will survive and we have to educate 
them that it is unsociable to have large 
families. Far too much money is spent on 
these families, the more you do for these 
old people the more they expect.”’ 

It is now confidently expected that 
Councillor Ling’s days as the Chairman of 
an important Council Committee are 
numbered. 











Irving — the strain begins to show 





DAVID Irving’s latest attempt to 
address university audiences and 
recruit from the nation’s socio- 
economic elite has run onto the rocks 
again at History Society meetings at 
the universities of Reading and Kent. 

At Reading on October 18, dozens of 
protestors amongst his audience of about 
200 kept up a 45-minute barrage of 
chanting and heckling, preventing Irving 
from delivering his speech on the forged 
Hitler Diaries. In the end he had to be 
content with answering questions, and 
seemed most put out when people insisted 
in grilling him. about his views on anti- 
semitism, the treatment of the Jews by the 
nazis, and repatriation of coloured people 
from Britain. Irving told the press later that 
the demonstration was ‘‘a scandal for 
Reading. It wasn’t the worst demonstration 
I’ve faced, but it was pretty nasty’’. 

He fared even worse at Kent University a 
week later when he was again due to speak 
on the subject of historical forgeries. The 
university authorities prevented the meeting 
from taking place when it became clear he 
would face opposition from many sections 
of campus opinion. 

Irving’s unique success in the Hitler 
Diaries fiasco (he declared them first 
forged, then genuine, only days before 
forensic experts proved the opposite) has 
clearly encouraged him to try to set himself 
up as an authority on the whole subject of 
forgeries in history. In so doing, he is 
showing again his remarkable talent for 
combining controversy, self-publicity, and 
a sharp business acumen. Long before 
Stern and The Times bought the faked 
Hitler Diaries from their German forgers, 
Irving has been offered a set himself. 
Understandably anxious to share them with 
the world, he entered into negotiations to 
sell the serial rights to the Sunday Times. 
Pretty soon, however, it dawned upon 
Irving that he was dealing with fakes and 
the negotiations collapsed, the ‘diaries’ 
being consigned to some dark corner of his 
comfortable West End flat. But when The 
Times began to publish Stern’s Hitler 
Diaries, he spotted his chance. Dusting off 
his set of fakes, he offered them to The 
Observer as examples of the forgeries that 
were being offered around from German 
sources. Observer reporters mentioned 
them in a subsequent article, but not at 
length, and did not take him up on his offer 
to reproduce them. Irving meanwhile 
decided that the Stern ‘diaries’ were 
probably genuine, only to be left with egg 
all over his face only a few days later. 

And then the fun began. The Observer 
had agreed to pay him a sum, to be 
determined later, for the use of his ‘forged 
diaries’. Their offer of £100 was greeted 
with derision and a much-miffed Irving 
promptly issued a county court writ 
claiming that the market value of his 
contribution, measured by payments he had 
received from the Daily Mail and German 
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magazines, was nearer £5,000. He 
demanded a similar sum from The 
Observer. In the event, Observer legal 
advisors cautioned against an expensive 
court case and settled with Irving for a few 
hundred pounds ‘‘to make him go away’’. 

It may be, of course, that such outbursts 
are the result of fatigue and acute jet-lag 
following Irving’s apparently non-stop 
commuting between Britain, Europe and 
the United States. What else could explain, 
for instance, the following astonishing 
claims in his recent speech to the conference 
of the anti-semitic Institute for Historical 
Review in Los Angeles: ‘‘If the Anti- 
Defamation League want to sugest that I’m 
some kind of nazi or fascist sympathiser, 
they’d better reflect; is it likely that the 
KGB would have allowed me into Moscow 
and is it likely that the Hungarian secret 
police would have allowed me _ into 
Budapest as often as they did when I was 
researching this book (on the Hungarian 
uprising) if they thought that the names 
attached to me by the ADL were even 
remotely true? Because we have seen, 
haven’t we, the way the Soviets now 
Operate against people they regard as 
inimical to their cause. I flew into Moscow 


when I was researching this book. The 
chairman of the John Birch Society only 
had to fly 100 miles away from Soviet 
shores and they shot down his plane. And I 
am convinced that that is the reason why 
that particular plane was shot down. And 
I’d go further. I’d suggest that there’s a 
very close link between that operation and 
the operation where an airliner was shot 
down near Leningrad in 1978. In fact, it 
was only two days after I flew into Moscow 
myself. I think the Russians have found 
some way of manipulating beams that aid 
navigation devices so they can lure planes 
over their airspace... .”’ 

It is not wholly clear what Irving is 
arguing here, but it is one of two things. He 
might be saying that he cannot be ‘‘inimical 
to the Soviet cause’’ or the Russians would 
have shot him down on one of his visits to 
Moscow. But this is rather odd coming 
from an outspoken anti-communist. Or he 
is saying that he is inimical to the Soviet 
cause, that he is the link with the 1978 
tragedy and was the Russians’ target, but 
that they shot down the wrong plane. If so, 
it suggests that Irving’s sense of his own 
importance, inflated for so long, has finally 
run amok. 





MORRISON’S NAZIS CLAIM 
ATTACK ON BRIGHTON BOOKSHOP 


AN ATTACK by fascists on the ‘Odd 
Volume’ bookshop in Brighton has 
been claimed by Eddie Morrison’s 
National Action Party. 


The assault took place at the end of July 
when two men in para-military uniforms 
damaged property and punched and kicked 
a worker in the shop. 

Since then, the NAP paper Combat has 
reported that on the day in question: 
“After selling in Crawley, activists moved 
on to Brighton to sell with Brighton 
National Action. The ‘old bill’ were 
disturbed by the local interest and told them 
to ‘Get lost or get nicked’. WHAT A 
COINCIDENCE! A Red bookshop was 
turned over and the staff injured on the 
same afternoon. This true DAY OF 
ACTION was rounded off by an excellent 
social organised by Sussex Area National 
Action’’. 

This is not the first, nor the only time 
that Morrison’s itinerant mob of NAP 
goons have caused trouble in towns to 


BRIGHTON ACTION... 
AFTES 
Baighton National Action. 


interest and told them to 


noons 


which they have travelled at weekends to 
sell their papers. The same issue of Combat 
boasts of an earlier street fight started by its 
supporters in Crawley. 

Morrison is now bragging that members 
of the now-defunct British National and 
Socialist Movement (previously British 
Movement) are joining the NAP following 
Michael McLaughlin’s recent decision to let 
BNSM collapse into its long delayed death 
throes. 

He may find himself in trouble, however, 
over two items which have lately been 
published by the NAP; items which were 
not exactly theirs to publish. First a leaflet 
appeared, much of which had been lifted 
directly from material published by Animal 
Aid, which campaigns against animal 
experiments and bloodsports. Then, 
without even so much as an 
acknowledgement, Combat has stolen in 
toto a John Kent cartoon strip from Private 
Eye. This clear breach of copyright has 
been brought to the attention of the 
aggrieved parties. 


selling in Cnaawley, the activists moved on to Brighton to sell with 
The ‘old Bilh' wene distunked hy the local 

"Get lost on get nicked.” 
A Red hook-shop was turned over and the staff injured, 
This true DAY OF ACTION was nounded off by an excellant social 


WHAT A COINCIDENCE! 
on the same aftenr- 


organised hy Sussex Anea National Action. 


From Combat, September/October 1983. 





Late October and early November 
saw three serious fires in and 
around London at the business 
premises of immigrant families. A 
total of 14 people died in these 
blazes including a number of young 


children. 

A state of fear exists in the black 
community as a result of years of arsons 
and other forms of murderous attack on 
immigrants, their shops and homes. It is not 
only Asian families who suffer, like the 
Khans of Walthamstow where a mother 
and her young family were killed by racist 
arsonists in July 1981, but also elderly Jews, 
like the Sedlers of Enfield who died in their 
blazing home earlier this year. After the 
police had initially dismissed the brutal 
killing of the Khans as an accident, they 
gave way after a wave of protests from 
people black and white, not least from local 
fire officers, and the atrocity is still on file 
as an unsolved murder, as are the deaths of 
the Sedlers. 

In the case of the Mile End fire in 
October, in which five female clothing 
workers died in a blaze which took out a 
building in minutes in the middle of the 
day, the press rushed into print with horror 
stories about sweat shops run by 
immigrants. Whilst Searchlight is obviously 
against sweated labour whoever is the 
“employer, we think that Fleet Street, with 
the exception of the News of the World, 
turned a blind eye to the possibility of this 
being an arson attack. The police did not 
help matters by informing East London MP 
Peter Shore that it was clearly not arson, 
before the fire brigade had a chance to 
carry out even the first stage of routine 
checks conducted in such circumstances. 
The police have now set up an incident 
room at Bethnal Green police station and 
posted a notice asking for witnesses at the 


Ethnic minorities 
still under fire 
from National Front: 


4 ERNEST Pendrous must 

) be the world’s biggest op- 

{ timist or he believes with 

4 the late Josef Goebels, that 

'§ if one tells a lie often 
enough people will in time 
believe it. 

In his letter (Gazette Au- 
gust 11) he asserts that Na- 
tionalism Today is not a Na- 
tional Front publication. 

It aj rs “in support of 

_) the NF” which may, to some 
4 innocents, suggest that it is not 
technically an NF publication. 
: Its editor is Joe Pearce, the 
‘¢ notorious editor of the NF 
) Bulldog and the editorial staff, 
}Y according to the publication 
itself, comprise Nick Griffin, 
§ Nick Wakelin, Jim Capes, 
§ John Field, Steve Brady — all 
prominent in the NF. 
a Nationalism Today is pub- 


lished from the HQ of the NF 
in Croydon. Readers can 
judge for themselves. 

I repeat what I said in my 
letter of July 13. NF publica- 
tions are filled with most vir- 
ulent attacks on  Britain’s 
ethnic minorities. 

ATTACKS 

As to Mr Pendrous’s at- 
tempt to deny the reality of 
the Holocaust, there is a 
world-wide campaign, largely 
financed by Arab money and 
directed from California. 

It is supported by the find- 
ings of so-called ‘revisionist 
historians’, like the self-styled 
expert, Prof. A. R. Butz. 

Many people must know 
that Richard Harwood — au- 
thor of Did six million really 
die? has been exposed as 
Richard Verrall, one of the 
leading figures of the NF. 








Burned-out sweatshop in Mile End. 


scene of the fire. However this is only as 
much as the police are obliged to do as a 
matter of routine. Fire officers told 
Searchlight that they felt the police often 


Facts behind the N 





jump the gun in such cases and determine 
the cause of the fire before anybody has 
had a chance to sift through the remains of 
the building for forensic evidence. In Mile 
End some fire officers are none too happy 
about the circumstances of this latest fire. It 
may be some months before the inquests 
into the deaths of the victims are 
concluded. 

Another of the recent fires was at a 
Chinese restaurant in Ilford, Essex. On this 
occasion police showed extreme bravery in 
trying to save the family who lived above 
the restaurant. 

During our own initial enquiry into the 
fires we were very disturbed to learn of an 
incident which took place about a year ago 
at a Halal butcher’s warehouse in east 
London. The fire brigade was called out to 
the building to find the gas pipes smashed 
and a time bomb in place which had not 
gone off. The anti-terrorist squad and 
bomb disposal officers were called in to 
defuse what was described as a 
sophisticated device. Not a word about this 
incident was reported anywhere. It is about 
time the authorities levelled with the public 
about the extent and source of such 
incidents. 


F view 


of the Nazi holocaust 


THE letter from Arthur Super, 
commenting on my letter after 
the general election, is full of 
deception and errors of fact. 
3 Mr Super does not say that he 
} % writes from the Board cf Deputies 
« of British Jews — a facior which, 
surely, your readers should take 
into account. 
He says that National Front 
News and Nationalism Today are 
_) NF publications. In fact, Na- 
}) tionalism Today is not. 
Mr Super uses his mistaken idea 
that Nationalism Today is an NF 
publication to say that the NF 


There are very many people 
living today who have testi- 
fied, from their own knowl- 
edge and experience, to the 
truth of the Holocaust. 


They range from medical 
staffs who entered the death 
camps in 1945 and saw with 
their own eyes, to Lord Elwyn 
Jones and Lord Shawcross, 
who were among British pros- 


ecutors at the 
trials. 

And I have before me an € 
affidavit sworn in Munich in 
June 1977 by Albegt Speer, 
Hitler’s Minister of Arma- 
ments during most of the 
1939-1945 war. This by itself 
is tragically convincing. 

Sir, far better to let the vic- 
tims of the Holocaust lie in 
peace than to give Mr Pend- 
Tous space to lie. > 

ARTHUR SUPER 


a. Se Place, 


Nuremberg 


“,..calls for the destruction of the 


state of Israel.” What he has 
quoted is, clearly, one person’s 
view — and it is perhaps a pity 
that Mr Super did not quote some 
of the sensibly argued facts and 
reasons with which the author sup- 
ported his view. 

Mr Super also said that NF 
News was “filled with the most vir- 
ulent attacks, in language reminis- 
cent of the Nazi journal Der 
Stuermer, on Britain’s ethnic mi- 
norities, blacks, Asians and Jews.” 


If this were true, then NF News 
would be prosecuted; just as a pub- 


lication mimicking “Der Stuermer” 
was recently prosecuted. 
Mr Super says that the NF has 


seeks, : 
evidence, to deny the reality of the ¢ 
holocaust. But reasoned and fact- 
quoting publications (independen- 
tly of the NF) have questioned the ¢ 
holocaust and stated that it has 
been grossly exaggerated. Mr Su- 5 
per prefers to call this Bowie | the C 
” — and it is he who will not 


face the evidence of many publica- 


tions. 


Finally, Mr Super refers to TV 


Again, he is wrong. TV time is not 
accorded to parties on the 
basis of the number of candidates. 


We wish that is was — and have in 
fact argued for just such an alloca- 
tion. 

A . ERNEST PENDROUS 
Trytord Avense, 

Acton. 





After the Mosley papers — we name Germany’s friends 





GUESS WHO CAME TO DINNER 


WITH the publication recently of a rather 
disappointing selection of the Mosley papers, 
Searchlight felt it was time to throw some real 
light on the extent of pro-Germanism in the 
British establishment before the Second World 
War. Reproduced here, for the first time, is the 
complete guest list of a dinner organised by the 
Anglo-German Fellowship in December 1939. 

The Fellowship was formed in 1935 by Ernest 
Tennant, a merchant banker with extensive 
‘society’ contacts. He had visited Germany in 
1937, and whilst deploring certain ‘excesses’, was 
impressed by the Hitler regime and felt that such 
‘excesses’ as there were, were justified by 
Germany’s immediate history. Arguing that the 
only alternatives to Hitler were ‘‘war or 
Bolshevism’’ he declared that Britain should 
“take up a firm friendship with the Germans’’ 
and formed the Anglo-German Fellowship to 
win support for that view. There has been 
speculation, however, that the real initiative 
came from his close friend Joachim von 
Ribbentrop, at the time German ambassador in 
London. 

Aiming at recruiting individuals with power 
and influence in political life, the city and the 
military, the AGF could, according to historian 
Richard Griffiths, boast amongst its members 
fifty members of both houses of Parliament, 
three directors of the Bank of England, and 
‘‘many generals, admirals, bishops and 


bankers’’. Its secretary, Mr Elwin Wright, told 
the News Review in 1936 ‘‘It isn’t numbers that 
matter. We want ‘names’, otherwise how can we 





ANGLO-GERMAN FELLOWSHIP 


SECOND ANNUAL DINNER 


GUEST OF HONOUR 
HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS 
THE DUKE OF 
SAXE-COBURG AND GOTHA 
President of the 
DEUTSCH-ENGLISHE GESELLSCHAFT 


e 


DECEMBER 2nd, 1937 





have any influence with the government or the 
Foreign Office?’’. 

Chairman of the AGF was Lord Mount 
Temple, and members of its ruling council were 


OBITUARY 


Lord Arnold, Lord Eltisely, Lord Hollenden, 
F.C. Tiarks (Governor of the Bank of England), 
Lt.-Col. Sir Thomas Moore, MP, Lt.-Col. Sir 
Assheton Pownall, MP, and Norman Hulbert, 
MP. Other prominent members included Lords 
Brocket, Londonderry, Lothian, McGowan, 
Mottistone, Nuffield, Redesdale, and Sempil, 
the Earl of Glasgow, the Duke of Wellington, Sir 
Ernest Bennett MP, Sir Alfred Knox, MP, 
Admiral Sir Murray Sueter, MP, Admiral Sir 
Barry Domville and Sir Harry Brittain. Nuffield, 
of course, featured in the recent ‘Mosley papers’ 
as a financial backer of Sir Oswald Mosley, and 
Sir Barry Domville later went on to form the 
even more pro-nazi group ‘The Link’. 

Individuals joined the AGF for a variety of 
reasons. Some were avowedly pro-Hitler, or 
wanted an alliance between Britain and Germany 
against the Soviet Union. Others had simpler 
motives, like business and financial interests in 
Germany which would not be served by war 
between the two countries. But there is no doubt 
whose interests were being served by the activities 
of the Anglo-German Fellowship. In_ his 
autobiography, former Tory MP Simon Haxey 
wrote in 1939, ‘‘At meetings of the Anglo- 
German Fellowship leading nazis advertise the 
merits of Germany’s international and foreign 
policy; the society recommends and advertises 
the writings of nazi politicians; it shows and 
advertises nazi films; it arranges a ‘German 
educationalist’ to address teachers in this 
country; it arranges invitations for its members 
to attend the nazi congress at Nuremburg’’. 





Martin Bobker — leader by example 


I can see a man 

A man standing tall 

With his head high and his heart proud 
And afraid of nothing at all. 


He can see a new world 

A new world coming fast 
When all men are brothers 
And hatred is defeated at last. 


To spend over 50 years in the front line 
of the struggle against war, fascism and 
racial prejudice was Martin Bobker’s 
proud record. 

To begin life in a working class Jewish 
district of Manchester and to have to 
start work at an early age as a ‘smearer’ 
in the waterproof trade was not exactly 
to be born with a silver spoon in one’s 
mouth. Nevertheless, he became a 
headteacher, vice-president of 
Manchester AJEX and a founder of the 
Manchester CRE. He also made time 
available to be active in CND and the 
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Labour Party. 

His great ability was only one facet of 
Bobker, and together with an ebullient 
sense of humour made him a much loved 
comrade and an inspiration in our 
struggle. Bobker was not one of those 
who lead from behind, but always by 
example. He would not ask anyone to do 
anything he was not prepared to do 
himself, and his great humanity was 
combined with considerable physical 
courage, making him a formidable 
opponent — as any ‘blackshirt’ of the 
1930s could testify. 

Once, when he was involved in 
organising opposition to a Mosley 
meeting, the fascists threatened to deal 
with him in a particularly unpleasant 
way. As a gang of thugs gathered round 
Bobker he picked up the first two 
available, one under each arm and told 
the remainder in no uncertain terms 
what would happen to the unfortunate 
two if they did not let him pass. Lo! The 





‘black sea’ opened and Bobker passed 
through safely. 

After the war, whenever fascism 
raised its head, Bobker was there 
rallying and uniting the opposition, and 
with the formation of the ANL, we 
again found him playing a central role as 
organiser and treasurer for Greater 
Manchester. 

‘Our Bobker’ 
comrade. 


was a_ well-loved 


Hand on the Sun — 
erratum 


In the last issue of Searchlight we carried a 
review of Hand on the Sun, a novel by the 
young Pakistani writer Tarig Mehmood. 
Unfortunately, we omitted to give details of 
the price and the publisher of the book. 

Hand on the Sun by Tariq Mehmood is 
published by Penguin, price £1.75. Get your 
copy now! 
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Whitewash of 


a blackshirt 





Nicholas Mosley’s two-volume 
biography of his father, Sir Oswald 
Mosley, has been praised for its 
frankness and honesty. The author 
makes clear his distaste for his father’s 
antics and dictatorial pretensions, and 
even the traces of filial loyalty are 
somewhat guarded. 

No such inhibitions, however, restrain 
John Vincent, the book’s reviewer in the 
Sunday Times who has gone in for a 
straightforward rescue operation. 

Under the bizarre title, Mosley: the 
strange career of a Fascist wet, Vincent sets 
out his stall. Mosley, he suggests, was some 
kind of trailblazer for modern political life: 
*‘He marched, but so did Michael Foot. He 
denounced adversarial politics, but so does 
David Steel He toyed with 
corporatism, which in its modern form of 
the National Economic Development 
Council has proved mere harmless 
bumbling’’. 

Having tried to depict Mosley as a man of 
foresight and to place him in the British 
political mainstream, Vincent gets down to 
the job of defending fascism: ‘‘To imitate 
Italy in 1932-34 was much more reasonable 
than appears in hindsight . . . By the side of 
democratic France and Germany, lost in 
violence and misery, Fascist Italy at least 
did not look too bad’’. It depends on where 
you look from. As far as Mussolini’s 
opponents are concerned, Fascism looked 
and felt horrific. Many did not survive the 
experience. As to Germany, Vincent shies 
away from telling us whether the nazi 
regime ‘‘did not look too bad’’. Didn’t 
Hitler follow Mussolini’s example and take 
up, with added refinements of torture and 
murder, where the Italian dictator left off? 

On this score, Mosley himself was clear. 
He admired and sought to emulate Hitler. 
He saw to it that his marriage to his second 
wife took place in the house of Hitler’s 
professional liar, Josef Goebbels. What 
Hitler and his fellow psychopaths had 
established in Germany, Mosley wanted in 
Britain. 

Sidestepping such minor issues as 
Mosley’s sympathy for a regime that was 
literally cutting off the heads of its 
opponents as he was slicing his wedding 
cake in Berlin, Vincent launches into his 
central defence of the would-be Fiihrer: 
‘“‘Technically, Mosley was more sinned 
against than sinning. He intercepted bricks 
and bullets. His opponents took the 
initiative. They fought Mosley, not to stop 
Fascist violence, but to arouse it, so that 
Fascism was inseparably associated in the 
public mind with disorder. In this they 
succeeded’’. 

There we have it. Mosley’s followers were 
angelic, pacifist-inclined individuals with a 
taste for wearing black shirts to make them 
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look like High Church Anglicans. The 
cosh-like implements which they frequently 
carried were, of course, for directing 
traffic. Who is Vincent trying to kid? 
Mosley’s British Union of Fascists were a 
bunch of thugs who took the greatest of 
pleasure in mounting physical attacks on 
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Mosley on the march in East London. 
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anyone who dared oppose them. Their 
intention was to pulverise the labour 
movement in the way that Hitler’s 
Brownshirts had done. Workers and Jewish 
people who had seen the obliteration of 
labour organisation in Germany were not 
going to allow a repeat of that in Britain. 
Any association of fascism and disorder 
stemmed from the widespread violence of 
the fascists themselves. 

Inseparable from the violence, of course, 
was the anti-semitism. Vincent’s 
rationalisation of this is the standard excuse 
used by every apologist for fascism, which 
is to blame the victims of racism for the 
hatred directed at them. Says Vincent: 
‘‘Mosley’s belated anti-semitism was a 
response either to what the Jews were 
doing, or to what he imagined they were 
doing, or to the communal conflicts in the 
East End’’. Later, Vincent adds that 
‘‘Mosley, of course, acted to stir the pot, to 
make sure the bricks were heaved; but he 
kept to the rules...’’ What is most 
interesting about Vincent’s explanation of 
Mosley’s anti-semitism is that his only 
criticism is that it was ‘‘belated’’, it came 
too late. Presumably, Vincent would have 
no quarrel with the open expression of such 
anti-semitism ... Blackshirts hurling a 
Jewish child through a shop window, for 
example, as happened in the East End? 

Given that Vincent rather fancies Fascist 
Italy, covers up for fascist hooliganism and 
has, apparently, no argument with anti- 
semitism, it comes as no surprise that he 
should think it ‘‘inexplicable’’ that Mosley 
and his equally fascist wife were held as 18B 
detainees. Vincent says, ‘‘Mosley was no 
Quisling .. .’’ and suggests that the wish 
for a ‘‘compromise peace’’ was shared by 
others at the top of British society. The 
war, he says, was ‘‘senseless’’. People who 
thought that were, generally, the ones who 
would have organised high tea for the SS 

. had they arrived. Mosley would have 
been only too happy to oblige. The fact that 
others thought like him only serves to 
highlight the pro-fascism prevalent in the 
ruling class ... so prevalent that even 
today, 43 years later, they dare not release 
the record of Mosley’s interrogation. 

Finally, as if to ‘prove’ some non-racist 
credentials for Mosley, Vincent tells us he 
employed a black West Indian gamekeeper. 
But this did not stop him from screaming 
about ‘‘black men being able to live off tins 
of cat food’’. 

Vincent asserts that 
achievement was the 


‘‘Mosley’s main 
invention of an 


untypically non-violent form of 
Fascism...’’ Vincent’s principal 
achievement is the invention of that 
assertion. 


John Vincent’s review belongs to the 
“ignore the nasty bits’’ school of history. It 
is on a par with the work of Richard 
Verrall, the man who pretends the 
Holocaust never happened, and the efforts 
of the Britische Historiker himself, David 
Irving, who claims that if there was a 
Holocaust nobody told Hitler about it. If 
the campaign to rehabilitate nazis and 
fascism was not so sinister, it would be truly 
laughable. To the list of those involved will 
now have to be added the name of John 
Vincent. 
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GERMANY 


Nazi Football Fans 


In a disturbing development, neo-nazi 


football fans have been raising 
genocidal anti-Turkish slogans at 
matches and going on afterwards to 
attack Turkish-owned shops and bars. 

The main groups involved have been 
named as the National Activists of Greater 
Berlin, the Hamburg Lions and the 
Borussia Front, of which the most active is 
the Borussia Front. Its 21-year-old leader, 
‘SS-Siggi’, recently told an interviewer: 
“We have to beat the Turks out of 
Germany — unfortunately there are no 
concentration camps any more 
Skinheads and football fans are the people 
who support us, even if they politically may 
not be 100 per cent on our side’’. 

Leaflets were distributed proclaiming 
that the Turkish quarter of Berlin would 
burn on 26 October, the day of the West 
Germany-Turkey match, and trade unions 
and West Berlin’s Christian Democrat 
mayor called for Germans to attend the 
match with Turkish friends. Some 6,000 
police were on duty on the day in the area 
of the football stadium and the immigrant 
community. 

The Borussia Front, which has 44 
members, four of them women, and which 
has also set up a ‘children’s front’, is 
presently under investigation by the 
authorities. It has connections with neo- 
nazi leader Michael Kuhnen, recently 
released after serving a four-year sentence 
for inciting racial hatred. 


Peace Movement 
Target 


The ultra-rightist Konservative Aktion has 
announced its intention to disrupt peace 
movement activity and establish a para- 
military group. Its leader, Ludek 
Pachmann, declared that ‘‘We can no 
longer stand by and watch the lackeys of 
the Kremlin ruining our beloved country 
and subjugating it to the Soviets’’. 





Arms Trial 


The trial is continuing of Eugene 
Terre’Blanche and other prominent 
figures in the neo-nazi Afrikaner Weer- 
standsbeweging. 

They have been charged with terrorism 
and unlawful possession of firearms and 
explosives. The weapons include four AK47 
automatic rifles, a 20mm missile and over 
4,000 rounds of ammunition. 

The headquarters of the Afrikaner Weer- 
standsbeweging has been damaged in a 
petrol bomb attack. The AWB’s general 
secretary, Jan Groenewald, denied 
suggestions that members were themselves 
responsible for the incident in a bid to gain 
publicity. 


UNITED STATES 





Conservatives’ 
Tenth Anniversary 


The American right-wing think-tank, 
the Heritage Foundation, has just 
celebrated its tenth anniversary with an 
event at which the keynote speaker was 
President Reagan. 

Like other groups on the New Right, it 
has not been uncritical of Reagan. (Not so 
long ago, it awarded him only 62 per cent 
on a ‘report card’ on whether his policies 
were conservative enough). It knows 
however that he is more amenable to New 
Right policies that almost any other 
President would be. 

The Foundation has received some 10 
million dollars this year in corporate, 
foundation and individual contributions, 
and has just opened a 9% million dollar 
building in Washington. 


Murder Trial 


The trial is proceeding in Washington of 
Donald Farrell Young Jnr, a 17 year-old 
neo-nazi charged with murdering his next 
door neighbour and attempting to kill her 5 
year-old daughter because they laughed at 
him. Holding a swastika emblem in his 
hands, he told the court that he had also 
intended to kill his family and schoolmates. 


Remembering 
Hitler 


The City Council of Braunau has 
agreed to the placing of a plaque on the 
house where Hitler was born in 1889. 
The plaque reads in part ‘‘Never again 
fascism’’. 


BELGIUM 


A former non-commissioned officer in 
the Belgium army, said to be a 
supporter of an extreme right-wing 
organisation, has been arrested in 
Brussels. 

Police who raided the home of Michel 
Libert discovered a cache of confidential 
NATO documents. Libert is being held for 
further questioning. 


Mercenary Trial 


The trial has begun in Frankfurt of 
Joachim Fiebelkorn, a 36-year-old 
neo-nazi mercenary in the murderous 
Fiancés of Death group that terrorised 
areas of Bolivia in the late ’70s and 
early ’80s. 

The group was connected with former 
Gestapo chief Klaus Barbie and was mainly 
involved in the cocaine traffic and 
supporting the 1980 coup. Fiebelkorn is 
charged with taking part in drug trafficking 
and the torture of a 17-year-old servant, 
and is also under investigation for possible 
involvement in the Bologna bombing. The 
Fiancés were mainly German but included 
other nationalities, including the Italian 
fascist terrorist, Stefano della Chiaie. 


DENMARK 


Tax Campaigner 
Jailed 


Mogens Glistrup, extremist leader of 
the anti-tax Progress Party, has been 
imprisoned for fraud and removed 
from his parliamentary seat. As he was 
unable to pay the £75,000 fine imposed 
in June, his three-year sentence has 
been extended by a further six months. 





NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ UDA SPURN NATIONAL FRONT 

The Ulster Defence Association in Northern 
Ireland has given a cool response to an offer of 
help from the National Front. The NF passed a 
motion at their annual conference calling for the 
segregation of loyalist and republican prisoners, 
and restating its policy ‘‘that all republican 
terrorists should be hanged’’. Joe Pearce who 
proposed the motion, said that the NF planned 
to launch a poster campaign and demonstrations 
throughout the UK. 

John McMichael of the UDA commented: 

“*T suppose that it is a just cause and that must 
be as evident to the National Front as anybody 
else’, but he distanced himself from the NF’s 
views on other topics. (Sunday News, Belfast 
9.10.83.) 


@ BULLDOG FACES PROSECUTION OVER 
HATE LIST 
The National Front magazine Bulldog may be 
prosecuted over the publication of its latest hate 
list. In a recent issue Bulidog printed the name 
and phone number of Lewisham councillor Ron 
Pepper. He has since received a number of 
obscene phone calls. Other names and phone 
numbers include those of the director of the 
Commission for Racial Equality, two directors 
of a South London bookshop, and a member of 
the Lambeth Commission for Racial Equality. 

The Commission for Racial Equality said it 
was considering a complaint against Bulldog 
under the Public Order Act. 

Mr Pepper said that he will not change his 
phone number for an ex-directory one. 

“T will ride this one out. It is a tedious 
annoyance more than anything else’. (South 
London Press 18.10.83.) 


@ NF DRUG ADDICT CONVICTED OF 
ATTACK 


A skinhead who is a former member of the 
National Front, has been convicted of causing 
criminal damage. 

Drug addict Derek Watson (22), of 
Barkingside, Ilford, had denied using a slab of 
concrete to smash a glass front door of an Asian 
family’s home. Watson claimed that the police 
“picked on him’ because of his previous 
involvement with the NF. Watson’s mother also 
claimed that her son was ‘‘legless’’ on the night 
in question, because of the combination of 
alcohol and heroin he’d taken, but magistrates 
found the case against Watson proven. 

After hearing that he had served prison 
sentences for previous violent crimes, 
magistrates remanded Watson on bail for 
reports. (The Recorder, Ilford 13.10.83.) 
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Obsessions of a failed Fuhrer 





In the latest issue of Nationalism 
Today there is a letter from a Mr 
Vernon Vyvyan who asks: ‘‘Can 
anyone explain to me how the cause of 
British Nationalism is forwarded by 
the nazi Biggles character who edits 
Spearhead, constantly printing pictures 
of himself and his family?’’ The nazi 
Biggles is, of course, John Tyndall, 
whose Spearhead competes desperately 
with Nationalism Today for the brand 
loyalty of a dwindling group of fascist 
consumers. 


Mr Vyvyan, whose letter is the sort advertisers 
like to affix to their products (‘I had listless dull 
hair, until I discovered Aryan Blonde 
Conditioner’), is nothing if not thorough. 
Studying the back numbers of Spearhead, he is 
able to conclude: ‘‘The past 27 numbers of 
Spearhead (January ’81 to March ’83) have 
featured pictures of the Editor 19 times’’. The 
final straw came when Mr V opened a recent 
issue to find a picture of the Editor’s child and 
one of the Editor himself plus. wife — all this in 
the same issue which sported yet another picture 
of the Editorial offspring on its cover. 


Gargantuan egomania 


That finally did for Mr V: ‘‘I am bored to the 
back teeth with this gargantuan egomania and 
will not be buying Spearhead any more’’. Then 
comes the recommendation to delight any 
advertising copywriter. Says Mr V of Newton 
Abbot, another satisfied user of National Front 
type fascism: ‘‘I prefer the youthful quality of 
Nationalism Today, and believe the brand of 
nationalism you favour, is viable and reasonable, 
and will eventually be seen as such by a large 
section of the British working people, young and 
old’’. 

By one of those strange coincidences that drive 
fascists to be believing in conspiracies and hidden 
master plans, Nationalism Today’s stablemate 
includes a photo of Tyndall. In issue number 50 
of National Front News, tucked away on the 
back page, the familiar face, with high-domed 
forehead, baby cheeks and tightly drawn mouth, 
stares out. Well, not exactly stares out. The rival 
Editor’s eyes appear to be closed, as they were 
when this photo first appeared several years ago 
in Spearhead. 

National Front News has added a new caption 
to the old picture: ‘‘John Tyndall cheerfully 
writing a cheque’’. True, there’s a pen in his 
hand; and true, it’s poised above some paper, 
but, of all the adverbs which could have been 
chosen to describe Tyndall’s pose of stiff-backed 
‘somnolence, ‘cheerfully’ is stretching things a bit 
far. 

Anyway, it’s all part of the battle being waged 
between the National Front and Tyndall’s British 
National Party, and the photo is intended to 
illustrate Mr T caught in the act of some 
financial deception (salting away National Front 
funds, to judge from the tone of the 
accompanying article). It’s certainly no more and 
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definitely no less flattering than the photo of 
Tyndall which appears in September’s issue of 
British Nationalist by permission, if not by 
order, of the man himself.__ 

Here, Tyndall appears with eyes fully open 
and lips slightly parted, indicating that this is not 
the Fuhrer as Cheerful Cheque Writer or Half- 
Asleep Editorial Writer, but the Public Orator in 
action. The variant of this photo is that Tyndall, 
jacket fully buttoned, is leaning backwards with 
his arms apart, as if boasting about a large fish 
caught off the coast of Hove. Whether successful 
or not as an angler, Tyndall it appears is no 
longer hooking the fascist masses. 
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John Tyndall — egomania. 





The photo illustrates a story headlined ‘Highly 
Successful Northern Meetings’, which describes 
Mr T’s tour of the north-west ‘‘organised mainly 
for the purpose of meeting people who had 
enquired about the party through the General 
Election’’. The first of these highly successful 
occasions “‘attracted over 40 people’’ (divide by 
a factor of two is a useful rule of thumb for these 
sort of statistics), ‘‘about half of which were 
newcomers’’ (divide by a factor of three). Then it 
was on to the second meeting: ‘‘about 35 were 
present of whom 15 were newcomers”’ (divide by 
a factor of approximately 15). 


Detailed obsessions 


As Tyndall’s British National Party appears to 
stumble on its path toa Thousand Year Reich, so 
the Great Man opens up his subconscious for all 
the world to see. Thus, his detailed obsession 
with matters homosexual continues to run 
through the contents of September’s Spearhead 
(which Mr Vyvyan will be surprised to note 
contains no pictures of Biggles himself). The 
obsession is that the National Front, now bereft 
of the restraining Tyndall super-ego, is a seething 
hot-bed of homosexuality. 

Tyndall of course cheerfully (and for once the 
word is almost appropriate) uses more colloquial 
words than ‘homosexuality’. 





The back page of this latest Spearhead deals 
with a report that Peter Marriner is now the 
‘Midland regional education officer’ of the NF. 
Such a report might catch Searchlight readers’ 
attention because of Marriner’s past record as 
the successful organiser of the British 
Movement, having built up that movement from 
a handful of supporters to a couple of thousand. 
On the other hand, Tyndall mentioned none of 
this, but can only think of one thing: ‘‘indecent 
acts in public lavatories . . . habituee of men’s 
toilets ... incited young men to engage in 
homosexual acts . . .’’ and so it goes on. 

But that’s not all. He turns his attention in 
another piece to Nationalism Today, of which he 
entertains a slightly different opinion to that of 
Mr Vyvyan. Not only does Nationalism Today 
engage in ‘‘crypto-Marxist claptrap’’, but there’s 
worse, far, far worse. By now Mr T’s pen is 
certainly not writing cheques, but seems to be 
wired directly to the inner recesses of the fascist’s 
subconscious, and unstoppably the obsessions 
leap from Freudian id to paper: 


‘This journalistic masturbation is contained 
in a feature called ‘Rite Up’, the meaning of 
which words is indicated by a drawing of an 
upturned heart positioned so as to resemble a 
human posterior — with a finger pointed 
upwards immediately underneath. Human 
posteriors are of course very much a 
preoccupation with certain personnel of the 
National Front, and...” 


No, let’s leave it there. 

Strangely, elsewhere in Spearhead, once the 
fury in defence of heterosexual morality has 
abated, things are surprisingly low-key, and they 
illustrate the humdrum events of fascist daily 
life. For example, there’s Oliver Gilbert, the 
veteran fascist from pre-war organisations, 
describing how he tried to obtain a copy of the 
Protocols of the Learned Elders of Zion from the 
local lending library at Worthing. Sweet was the 
taste of victory when ‘‘at last, after several 
months of pressing them, I obtained through 
them a very tattered copy from the British 
Museum’’. The victory was only attained, as 
Gilbert reports with more self-insight than 
Tyndall has ever managed, ‘‘after making myself 
rather unpleasant with my protests’’. 


All so futile 


Then there’s Tyndall himself instructing racial 
comrades in the ways and means of creating an 
effective fascist fighting force. Raffles are an 
excellent idea, he opines, and he offers the advice 
that the average raffle ticket should cost 10p. 
Then it’s on to jumble sales: ‘‘Every branch 
should endeavour to hold regular jumble sales’’. 
Not only this, but he explains what ‘‘the essence 
of a jumble sale’’ is. Comrades should alert 
jumble sale organisers if they possess ‘‘a suit or 
woman’s dress that was acquired but later not 
liked for style’ or if they have ‘‘toys that have 
become redundant as their possessors have 
grown older’’ etc, etc, down to the last small 
detail. 

It all sound so harmless. And so futile. Would 
you buy a second-hand objet d’art, let alone a 
woman’s dress, from this man? 


RECAP No.2l 


Inthe wake of Erioch Powell's cxnes 


_ of speeches attacking immigration 
and race relations legislation in 1968 
and 1969, the Conservative 


Young, Carthew, Gerald Howarth, and 


S piles Ronald Beil, Herold oe and John 


"leadership (under Edward Heath) hi 


took two seemingly contradictory 


actions. First, Powell himself was 


sacked from the shadow cabinet 4 
(he'd been shadow Defence © 


Secretary). But, as a strange quid pro 
quo, the Tory Manifesto, presented 
to the nation in June 1970, was the 
_ toughest anti-immigration manifesto 
the Party had ever presented, 
promising not only a new 
immigration act that would end 
primary immigration for good, but 
also steps to ‘encourage’ the policy 
that was then (and still is) 
_euphemistically called ‘voluntary 
repatriation’. _ 
This part of the Tory Manifesto was 
never actively implemented, 
the incoming Government did fulfil its 
pledge on the Immigration Act (which 
became law in January 1973). Before 
then, however, the Government found 
itself hoist on its own petard. In 1972, Idi 
Amin expelled 30,000 British passport- 
holding Asians from Uganda, and 
despite strenuous efforts to send them 
‘back’ to India and Pakistan (countries 
which most of them had never seen), 
and equally strenuous efforts by councils 
like Leicester to discourage the refugees 


_ from settling in their cities, the Heath 


Government had no moral or legal 
choice but to accept what were after all 
British citizens into Britain. — 


For Tory racists, this act was aterrible _ 


betrayal, and it allowed the Hard Right of 
the party to crawl out of the woodwork. 


_ Particularly, it gave a fillip to the hard- 


line anti-immigration faction of the 
Monday Club, who virtually took control 


of the Club during the wave of anti- 


immigration protests in 1972/3. 


“If the Club were to purge itself of its 
dead wood and evolve into a genuine 
right-wing popular movement the 
possibility would then exist for the Club 
and the NF to work as allies and as 

friends”. 
John Tyndall, National Front 
Chairman, April 1971 


_ Although they grouped round the 


Monday Club itself, the Tory racists had 
a whole network of organisations at 
their beck and call. There was the 


although - 


it s cceeds, will be of benefit to all”. : 
_ And, in march 1971, John Ormowe, then 
_ Chairman of the Sussex Monday Club, _ 
resigned after he had been quoted in the - 
Daily Mirror as admitting to being a 
_racialist and an admirer of Hitler. : 
But it was only after the expulsion of 


the Ugandan Asians in 1972 that the 
Young/Bell faction were able to 


challenge for power within the Monday 


Club. There is no question that its 


committee, the Halt Immigration Now 


Campaign, which involved Lady Jane | 


Birdwood and Jim Merrick’s British 


Campaign to Stop Immigration — had 


= | 


Saas) 7 | 


INFORCE 


The National Monday Front Club? 


revived its flagging fortunes. But the - 
high-risk nature of this strategy quickly 


with people “of ote wiling ton 
should be enc souraged to lend 


THE HEATH YEARS 


Amelioration Committee, consisting of 


one Wi { 
_ closely associated with the 


immigration film, England Whose 


_ produced at roughly the same 
campaign against the Asians — == || |... 
masterminded by a new umbrella 


“There is a strong possibility that this } 


branch would support the NF candidate 
or any other right-wing candidate if, in an 
Essex election, 


believe to be Conservative policy. This 
feeling is general throughout the Monday 
Club branches — especially in the 
Midlands. the Ugandan Asian business is 
probably foremost in everybody’s | 


| minds.” 


Len Lambert, Chairman, Essex 


Monday Club, December 1972 | 


_ Wrting an orticie i of all places, . 
Today (in December 1970), Young id 
made his views clear: —_ 

“Where immigrants have cultures, 


these: are utterly incompatible with 
| Western ways, while with the negroes. 


we are still offered excuses and no 


became apparent. The Club was now J 


growing closer and closer to the Navona! . 


Front. 


_ In June 1972, Roy Bramwell, a Monday : 
‘Club leader, spoke at an NF rally in — 
- London’s Conway Hall. in September of 
the same year, the NF provided the 
_ stewards (and at least 400 of the 2,000: 


Immigration Control Association, run by 


Joy Page, and chaired by Mary Howarth 
{a former NF member), the Society for 
Individual Freedom (involving George 


Kennedy Young, Sir lan McTaggart and 


Mary Howarth’s son Gerald), a wide _ 
variety of anti-Common Market . 


organisations, and the Enoch Powell 


club, Powellight, run by Bee Carthew. i 
the Club itself set up on 


4971, 


‘Ugandan Asian ally in, ‘Central Hall 


Westminster. In December 


_ Middlesex branch of the Club open 


worked o the National Front caan 


NF Chairmen, t to address ey 


‘ao the en Middiewsx and th : 





the Conservative | 
candidate was not following what we | 
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NAZIS GO BATHING, 
RIVER DEE POLLUTED 


THE nazi journal Notre Europe informed its 
readers recently that some members of the 
French nazi party FANE had attended this 
year’s British Movement camp on the site of 
the Eisteddford in Wales. Whilst thousands 
of decent people celebrated a week of 
international harmony through poetry, song 
and dance, the French squad joined with 
other European hardline nazis for a get- 
together of hate. 

Apart from certain paramilitary activities 
organised by the British Movement’s Leader 
Guard such as training and hiking through 
the Welsh mountains, the nazis passed the 
time by attempting to participate in the 
cultural side of things with their own brand 
of songs. But the lyrics of the Horst Wesse/ 
song did not go down well with genuine 
Eisteddford attenders or the local police. 
The French complained that every time they 
broke into song in the local cafes and pubs 
they were quickly told to get out. 

The final insult to the Welsh environment 
came when the nazis took off their 
jackboots and uniforms and went 
swimming in the hitherto unpolluted waters 
of the river Dee. With the demise of the 
British Movement leadership perhaps the 
Welsh people will have seen the end of this 
nonsense forever. 


% * % 


STAB IN THE BACK 


During the last year the differences 
between John Tyndall's British National 
Party and the National Front leadership 
have increased dramatically. As well as 
Tyndall’s personal attacks on Webster's 
homosexualilty, street clashes have 
occurred at East Street market in South 
London between paper sellers from the rival 
nazi groups. And last month we reported on 
the court cases over party funds which sour 
the atmosphere on the far right. 

The latest episode in the dirty tricks war 
came on the eve of the CND October march 
in London. John Tyndall decided that his 
team would steal a march on the NF by 
turning up at Trafalgar Square showing the 
flag and moving on to an indoor rally. For 
this purpose the BNP decided to book 
Conway Hall in Red Lion Square. But not 
’ having the guts to ask for it in their own 
name they got one of their London 
members, Alf Waites, to book the hall in the 
name of ‘Johnson’ on behalf of ‘Salesforce’ 
for a meeting of its employees. But then the 
Conway Hall management received a phone 
call. ‘““The News of the World here’, said the 
caller. “You know you've been duped. The 
people hiring the hall are the BNP nazis. The 
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paper is working on the story”. The hall’s 
management, already suspicious because 
of the way the hall was booked with a cash 
payment rather than by cheque, contacted 
Waites (alias Johnson) who, after some 
argument, owned up, explaining: ‘Nobody 
wants to let halls to us”. 

Searchlight can reveal that the call did not 
in fact come from the News of the World at 
all, but from a senior member of the 
National Front who also did the BNP the 
favour of queering the pitch for them at 
several other potential venues. 

The BNP may have felt that the hall was 
not needed anyway — only around 40 
members turned up in Trafalgar Square for 
the ‘mass’ demonstration. They appeared to 
spend the day running on and off the 
London underground system putting up 
nazi stickers and mouthing abuse at 
passengers who protested at their activity. 
Searchlight can only wonder where it will all 
end. Next year will bring the 40th 
anniversary of the Night of the Long Knives. 


% * % 


BITING THE HAND THAT 
FEEDS YOU (PART TWO) 


Back in the mid-'70s it was not unusual for 
the National Front to get the odd financial 
leg-up from right-wing Arab groups. 
Recently they appear to have got 
themselves back on the gravy train. 

Like their American nazi counterparts 
they have given over more and more space 
in their publications to supporting the 
Palestinians and attacking the “Jewish 
Zionist state’. They even went as far as 
publishing a supplement to Wationalism 
Today in the form of a broadsheet attacking 
Israel. It was paid for by Arab funding. 

The usual response to the National Front 
from the London PLO office has been to 
show them the door, but on the eve of the 
pro-Palestinian march in London on 17 
September last, the Front claims to have got 
a letter inviting it to join the demonstration. 
The NF threw itself into the idea 
wholeheartedly, running off a handout 
entitled “Victory to Palestine”. 

They claim that they were warned to be 
careful not to antagonise other marchers, 
particularly those from the Left, by 
displaying banners or badges indicating 
who they were. In the event the Front’s 
hatred of anyone foreign broke through, 
and they reverted, financial handout or no, 
to their old habit of ‘wog bashing’. The 
following extract from National Front News 
(No.53) illustrates this all too clearly. 


HYDE AND PREJUDICE 


When Terry Coleman of The Guardian 
wandered about Hyde Park reporting the 
recent Peace Demonstration, he clearly did 
not like what he saw. His piece in the paper 
on Monday 24 October was full of sarcastic 
comments about the occasion, ranging 
from asides about the Greenham Common 
women, acidities about left-wing street 
theatre and a comparison of Neil Kinnock to 
Liberace. However, when the right-wing gut 
feelings,. more appropriate to the Daily 
Telegraph, came pouring out in what is 
supposed to be our foremost liberal 
newspaper, they were unstoppable. Having 
heard a West Indian speaker, of whom Mr 
Coleman strongly disapproved, and a black 
American/speaker, of whom he 
disapproved less, he reports: “It does occur 
to me to ask why there exists, as there does 
and as one sees again and again, a 
difference of light years between the black 
American and the black man from Africa or 
the Caribbean”. 

In one sentence, Mr Coleman has 
managed to achieve sexist innuendo (i.e. 
‘the black man’), not to mention gross and 
insulting racist generalisation, but also with 
the phrase “a difference of light years” he 
evokes those pseudo-evolutionary theories 
about black inferiority, which used to be so 
popular towards the end of the last century. 
It occurs to us to ask why there exists, as 
there does and as one sees again and again, 
such a difference of light years between the 
liberal pretensions of the Guardian and its ill- 
tempered columnist. 


% * * 


TOO MUCH, TOO MUCH 


So, where were you in 1979? Do you 
remember how the Tories went to the 
country on the “freedom ticket”, promising 
to release the captive nation from the 
burden of state control, from the VAT 
inspectorate to the regulatory agencies to 
the horrors of Employment Protection? 

Well, we felt at the time that the Tories’ 
view of freedom was, one might say, 
selective. So it was no great surprise to hear 
Mrs Gwen Barrow, a speaker during the 
Conservative conference Law and Order 
debate, being cheered to the echo for her 
statement that “we are paying the price for 
too many years of freedom and free 
expression”. 

Nor were we that shocked to learn that, 
for Home Secretary Leon Brittan, the “key 
fight” of the Government's second term 
was to be “the fight against crime”. 


RED RAGS AND COWS AT PALESTINIAN DEMO 


NF members were invited to attend 
this event in a letter beginning “Dear 
Friends” .. . We were instructed from 
another quarter that no banners, placards, 
badges etc. were to be displayed and we 
were to maintain the lowest profile. 

Our presence was meant to increase 
the sprinkling of White faces to make the 
show more palatable. We were, in short, 
being manipulated, a8 sometimes happens 
to pot ig s. 


A small group of National Front 
members decided to support a Pales- 
tinian demonstration in London called 
to mark the anniversary of the Beirut 
massacres. The demo was dominated 


one NF member's account of ademo 
failing to impress the British public. 
haps wrongly we 


and pei 
felt Sustiied in exacting a small price for 


IT WAS a decidedly mixed grill, much of 
it underdone - that is to say Red. The 
Sabra and Shatila March and Rally 
organised by the PLO on 17th September 
would have roused a herd of bulls to the 
utmost fury — so many Red rags were 
fluttering. 


our pains, A few of us handed out our 


veetable life life on the sidewalk. 
TACTLESS? 


Maybe it was tactless to exceed the 
Fortunately, bulls were replaced by a terms of our invitation but the presence 
cow-like public which looked on glumly of so many conflicting and contradictory 
while, to them, yet another Asian crawl Lak nage provided some excuse at least. 
littered one of the main thoroughfares We apologise for allowing our en- 
of our city thusisem: a the Palestinian cause to 





Palestinian literature to the spo! 


details, Arab stewards soon politely 
asked us not to give out our leaflets and 
later we were asked to leave the pro- 
cession. Both these requests inspired by 
Red malevolence were obeyed 

However, on a sidewalk one Red 
trouble-maker tried to seize our literature 
and received a blow in the face. The 
police intervened although no arrests 
occur 

The almost total indifference on the 
sidewalk to the purpose of the march 
was depressing yet understandable 


outweigh discreti« n. 
ving said thit, our handout entitled 
Victory 10 Palest!xe is probably the best 
, He printed prupayanda item the PLO 
—, = aa in English, and we mean 


bears eer ‘wu received various pam- 
phlets which left us puzzled, partly on 
account of incohnre1ce — one of them 
slammed Assad of Syria, the arch-enemy 
of Israel. Another pamphlet from the 
Labour Movement Campaign for Pales- 

tine abused Tory and Labour MPs alike 
for daring to speak st the rally or act as Once in Whitehall, our eyes were 
grateful for the sight of a patch of green 


nsors. 
This abuse wa: in flagrant c opposition grass and the presence of a shining Life- 
to the PLO who orpanised the rally. It guard — the antithesis of everything we 
was all very confi-sirg and we Ages ad just witnessed — wasa reminder that 
who was really in charge, if anyone. London was still ours, if only just. 

The procession was inevitably fouled Our sympathies, as Victory to Pales- 
by some shifty ey Reds which we soon fine makes clear, still went out to the 
found skulking at our heels. They had suffering Palestinian people whose cause 
observed the nature of our handout and 
the Arafat, 0 to speak, was in the fire. 
Without our meationing uneditying 


we champion, like all causes where mainly 
hard-working peasants are despoiled by 
vultures, 


Cart < -AMPAIGN AGAINST 
RACISM & FASCISM 


CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London's anti- 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 1979 has had a 
monthly section in Searchlight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed and 
discussed. 


Tackling racism in London 





1984 is to be the Greater London Council’s anti-racist year. CARF 
spoke to Herman Ouseley and Pamela Nanda, two GLC officers 


involved in the anti-racist programme. 


CARF: Why did the GLC decide to hold an 
anti-racist year? 


Herman Ouseley: Good question! The GLC 
hasn’t until this administration, done 
anything for ethnic minorities. It had no 
relationship with black people. It’s only 
over the last few years that the GLC has 
recognised that racism exists within the 
power structure of this organisation and has 
started to try to put its own house in order. 

And, as a part of that process, rather 
than saying, ‘‘Look, this is what we are 
going to do for you’’, we’ve been engaged 
in widespread consultation with various 
groups to highlight and identify special 
needs and to tell them what the GLC is all 
about. 

It’s very important that people 
understand what the GLC can and can’t do 
and how they can influence the GLC. And 
during the process of consultation, various 
black people had said, ‘‘Well, the GLC’s in 
a good position to launch an anti-racist 
programme.”’ 


CARF: What do you see as the objectives 
of the year? 


HO: What the GLC wants to do is, firstly, 
to lead by example. We want to be able to 
show that what we’re doing is anti-racist. 
For example, we’re now recruiting more 
black and ethnic minority people. We’re 
also getting black and ethnic minority 
people involved in the decision-making, 
contributing to policy demands, monitoring 
what’s happening, being critical of the 
GLC. 

All our services will be affected, whether 
it’s in the arts (where we expect to spend a 
million pounds on supporting black arts) or 
in housing (where it means tackling the last 
bastions of racist management) or through 
our industry and employment programme 
(where we’re supporting training initiatives 
to help disadvantaged groups). We want to 
show that we recognise racism has existed 
and that we are trying to do things in a 
completely different way. 

Objectively, the programme is about 
building a layer of high profile activity 
related to anti-racism so as to reach a wider 
audience in London. We will try to engage 
as many people as possible in understanding 
the nature of racism, how it operates 
institutionally and how it affects people 
individually. 


CARF: How will you do that? 


HO: We want to do that through 


Working for London 


promotional work, through dissemination 
of information, through the organisation of 
events and exhibitions. It will be taken up 
as a theme at all the major events we 
organise. We want to get the existing anti- 
racist movement moving. We’ll reactivate 
that section which in some areas has been 
dormant and we want to support the active 
groups in doing things which are more ‘high 
profile’. 

Part of what the programme is about is 
increasing the range of networks available 
for helping people become more aware of 
racism. To get the momentum going, we 
must campaign — again government, 
against racist laws, against deportations, 
the lot. It’s about getting everyone psyched- 
up — in institutions, schooling, community 
groups, the work place. 


CARF: It might help CARF readers if you 
define anti-racism. 


HO: We see racism as something located 
within bureaucratic structures where a 
white-dominated status quo is maintained. 
We want to challenge those structures, 
challenge the way in which decisions are 
made, services are offered, people are 
employed. Racism is also, of course, to do 
with the way in which the whole of society 
is conditioned and its attitudes formed. 


CARF: Are you worried that the anti-racist 
year might be seen as something initiated 
from above and that grassroots activists 





and campaigners might feel that they don’t 
have a place? 


HO: There is a danger that the year might 
be seen as a GLC thing. But we can’t havea 
commitment in this administration to 
challenging racism and then leave it up to 
other people. The intention of the 
programme is that people at a grassroots 
level are going to see some benefits. They 
will be able to see that a body like the GLC, 
with all its remoteness, has attempted to do 
something in a fairly radical way to benefit 
them. 

We’re very conscious of the fact that we 
must have community support; the 
intention is to get people to do things 
themselves. The best that the GLC can do 
in aiming at the blanket audience of 
London is to start leaving impressions, and 
try to get other people better able to deal 
with pockets of opinion and the influence 
of groups to make the real inroads. 


CARF: How are ordinary white people 
going to be persuaded of the need for an 
anti-racist year? 


HO: Yes, we have to examine seriously the 
strategies we choose for influencing white 
opinion. What we have to get over to the 
disaffected is that the things that concern 
them, that are meaningful to the quality of 
their lives, have not been influenced by 
black people. We don’t control the media, 
but we intend to keep on highlighting the 
racism that comes out of it. The only way 
we can start to engage with ordinary white 
people is to show the divisiveness of racism 
and how politicians are perpetuating it. At 
the same time, we can show how there has 
been a failure by politicians over many 
decades actually to improve the quality of 
life for ordinary people and how that, in 
turn, has reinforced racism. 


CARF: What’s been evident recently in 
certain areas is that everything done by 
certain councils for ‘ethnic minorities’ has 
been seized by racists to stir up more 
trouble. Are your having to take account of 
this when planning the anti-racist year? 


HO: It’s a matter of how you handle it. 
Some local authorities seem to go out of 
their way deliberately to create conflict. 
There are people within those bodies 
creating and fuelling controversy. For 
example, when Lambeth Council changed 
its policy on housing to allow black people 
access to white-dominated estates (which 
included better quality housing), it created 
the usual furore in the papers. But it didn’t 
create the hysteria we expected it to do on 
the estates when black people moved in. We 
found the problem was created by white 
housing officials who were telling people, 
‘*Well you’ve got no chance unless you’re 
black, single and pregnant’’. 


17 





CARF: What can white anti-racists do in 
the year? 


Pamela Nanda: Black people, given their 
numbers in this country, are not going to do 
it all on their own. They do need allies 
amonst white people. White people need to 
know that they can be allies. Even on an 
individual level, people can think about 
how they collude with racist structures. 


CARF: You’ve already done quite a lot of 
preparatory work for the year, what do you 
think about the response? 


PN: We’ve set up some working groups, 
and I think it’s significant that police, 
health, media and education have had the 
best response — in terms of the 
contribution and time people are willing to 
give. The anti-racist year is double-edged. It 
can give information to black groups — 
information gathered perhaps in our 
working group. For example, in the area of 
health we can highlight for black people the 
dangerous drugs which are being given by 
some doctors to black people. We’ve also 
been able to bring together groups which 
might never have had the opportunity to 


meet before. 


HO: What we are attempting is to bring 
together a wide range of minority groups 
who have probably never realised how 
much they have in common. Such people, 
as well as whites already engaged in the 
struggle, have a lot to offer in terms of 
challenging racism. One of the most 
encouraging things for me has been the way 
that all these groups have been brought 
together. And we have been able to show 
that there is a body which really does want 
to relate to them. 





Racist murder shocks Amsterdam 


Early in the morning of Sunday 21 
August 1983, a 15-year-old Antillean 
boy, Kerwin Duinmeyer, died in 
hospital after being stabbed in the liver 
by 16-year-old Dutch skinhead, Nico B 
(Dutch law preserves the anonymity of 
the accused and the convicted). When 
arrested, Nico B told the police he 
didn’t like ‘‘the dirty look the dirty 
nigger gave him’’. 


Kerwin was the adopted son of a Dutch 
couple with a son and daughter of Kerwin’s 
age. The father is the director of an old 
people’s home. On the Saturday night, the 
two boys, a friend who was staying the 
night, went to see the sights. In the early 
hours of Sunday morning they went to a 
snack bar. Nico B was there with some 
other skinheads. He taunted Kerwin for a 
while but Kerwin swallowed hard and 
remained polite. (He was a promising 
young boxer and knew that a brawl would 
badly affect his chances of a fight). 

Suddenly Nico B gave a fellow skinhead 
his remaining chips in exchange for a flick- 
knife, and then stabbed Kerwin. Kerwin 
and _ his friends ran away and at a nearby 
taxi stand Kerwin collapsed, bleeding 
heavily. The taxi-driver pulled him out of 
his taxi and summoned an ambulance. (It is 
still unclear if the taxi driver was callous or 
was obeying instructions to let an 
ambulance care for badly wounded 


passengers as soon as possible). Kerwin died 
on the operating table. He had been 
stabbed through the liver. 

Nico B was arrested the following day. 
He complained of being treated as a 
criminal. 

This murder shocked Amsterdan, which 
has a population of under 700,000. The 
Mayor attended the funeral and many 
minority groups were represented. The 
following day (Saturday), about 5,000 
people took part in a protest march at 
which a City Councillor spoke. The 
Duinmeyer family has asked that, as a 
memorial to Kerwin, schools should pay 
more attention to the dangers of racism. A 
meeting in the Anne Frank House for 
young people at the beginning of October 
was very well attended. 

The Amsterdam evening paper, Het 
Parool, paid a great deal of attention to this 
murder. It also published a report of a 
meeting it had with Nico B’s family, 
neighbours and acquaintances (nobody 
wanted to be termed a friend). His Jewish 
father was the only member of his family to 
escape the nazi concentration camps (a 
deliberate administrative error was made) 
and now runs a pub in a multi-racial area; 
his mother has cancer. He was so difficult 
at school that he is now exempted from 
compulsory attendance. One associate 
described him as a bully. In his room Dutch 
fascist literature and insignia were found. 
CARF correspondent. 





Strange tales from Scotland Yard 


Scotland Yard’s press office say that 
the injuries sustained by Deepak Amin 
on 3 September were self-inflicted. 
Amin, who was found lying 
unconscious in a telephone kiosk in 
Shoreditch, was covered in bruises, 
slashed from head to foot, and had NF 
carved into his skin. After the attack, 
community groups in the East End 
complained of the police response; the 
police seemed more than anxious to 
rule out the possibility of a racial 
motive, they said. 


Now the police are claiming that Amin 
inflicted the injuries upon himself so as to 
be allowed to re-sit his medical exams. 
“Police were sceptical from the start’’, 
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writes Andrew McEwen in the Daily Mail 
(20.10.82). ‘‘And after a six-week 
investigation they have issued a statement 
saying: ‘Amin was re-interviewed and 
admitted he caused the injuries himself and 
made up the story of the attack’. ‘It was all 
tied up with his exams and the pressure he 
was under’, says Detective Inspector John 
Breeze of City Road police. ‘He thought if 
he got enough sympathy he would be 
allowed to take the exams again’.’’ 

But Deepak’s father points to another 
line of investigation. Deepak, who is now 
out of the country, told his father that he 
didn’t fake the attack and that the police 
wrote the statement and made him sign it: 
“‘He was unconscious for two days. There 
was a bruise on his back — who is going to 
kick himself in the back?’’ 





The new 
police bill — 
the same 
old bill 


Blackpool, October 1983... 
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RACIAL VIOLENCE 





Victims blinded by attack 


An Asian community worker was blinded in one 
eye following a vicious attack by two skinheads. 
Mr Syed Rahim was battered to the ground then 
kicked in the face with steel-capped boots as he 
was reading a newspaper at Mile End tube 
station. Both attackers were sentenced to four 
years youth custody. Judge Edward Sutcliffe 
told them: ‘‘This is a most dreadful attack upon 
a man making his way home . . . This kind of 
assault does untold harm to the efforts of both 
white people and Asians who are working so 
hard to make our country a peaceful one.”’ 
(South Kensington News 30.9.83.) 


Motorway cafe battle 


A group of white youths from Dunstable kicked 
and punched two Asian men during an incident 
at a motorway cafe in which the youth and a 
group of Asian men hurled crockery and 
furniture at each other. (Dunstable Gazette 
22.9.83.) 


Youths sentenced 


Ealing magistrates sentenced three white youths 
to four months in a detention centre for their 





The Tories have re-introduced the Police 

Bill and it is already before Parliament. 

It will mean that the police will have new 

powers to: 

@ stop and search anyone on the streets 
or in a car if the police think you look 
suspicious; 
set up roadblocks to carry out 
random stop and search for seven 
days, renewable indefinitely at their 
discretion; 
forcibly arrest people for any 
offences, even minor ones like 
littering; 
search under warrant the home and 
premises of people not suspected of 


CONDONE SUCH A CPrBBLE--- 
FEEEDONM, VOSTICE: EQUAUTT 
WCE OUR POUCIES--- 


part in the attack on Raj Thakur who was knifed 
by 15 skinheads on the Golf Links estate in 
Southall last July. A fourth youth was fined 
£250. Ealing police are still investigating an 
incident outside the court when the youths made 
their first appearance in August. A complaint of 
assault and racial abuse was made by several 
Asian men. (Morning Star 12.10.83.) 


Scuffle in restaurant 


A racist remark directed at a black youth in a 
Chinese restaurant led to a scuffle during which a 
friend of the youth claimed he was head-butted. 
A man appeared at Leighton Buzzard 
Magistrates Court and was found guilty of 
abusive behaviour but cleared of charges of 
assault. (Milton Keynes Gazette 16.9.83.) 


Nottingham 


A report being prepared for discussion by 
Nottingham councillors will detail the cases of a 
number of black families in council homes who 
are subject to racial harassment. One Labour 
councillor has suggested that racial harassment 
by a council tenant should be grounds for 
eviction. (Nottingham Evening Post 4.10.83.) 


Council warns racists 


Racist teenagers who are waging a ‘race hate 
campaign’ against an Asian family in Darlington 
have been criticised by local councillors. 
Restaurant owner Mr Abdur Rouf now has to 
accompany his children to their school just 200 
yards away from their home because hooligans 
have thrown stones at them and made racist 
remarks. (Northern Echo 20.10.83.) 


Racial harassment on housing estates on the 
increase in Camden 


Camden Council’s Racial Harassment Working 


committing an offence; 

seize evidence of any offence 

compulsorily during a search of 

premises; 

forcibly fingerprint suspects, from 

age 10 upwards, and forcibly carry 

out strip searches and intimate body 
searches; 

@ deny access to a lawyer for up to 36 
hours; 

@ detain for questioning suspects for up 
to four days without charge; 

The Bill will give the police 
unprecedented new powers on the 
streets, in the home, and in the police 
station. 





Party claims that council staff do not deal 
effectively with racial harassment and that police 
response to racist attacks is inadequate. Officers 
with a specific responsibility to deal with 
harassment are needed, as are regular meetings 
of victims of harassment and various other 
agencies. 

Incidents of racial harassment that the 
working party has drawn attention to include: a 
white woman with four black children who had 
been subjected to a campaign of harassment. 
One child had white paint poured over him; the 
family’s dogs were poisoned and died. In another 
incident, as 12-year-old girl was badly beaten by 
two adult white women living on the estate. 
(Hampstead and Highgate Express 14.10.83). 


Family re-housed after campaign of hate 


A Pakistani family, Mr and Mrs Kotecha and 
their children, are to be re-housed by Lewisham 
council after being subjected to a campaign of 
hate — windows were smashed, rubbish dumped 
outside their door and their children threatened. 
A Deptford police spokesman said: ‘‘The home 
beat officer is working with the housing 
department to try to get this family rehoused’’. 
(South London Press 28.10.83.) 


RACIST ATTACKS ON THE 
STREETS 





Croydon 


Mr Nabil Jabbour received numerous injuries, 
including a fractured skull, when he was set upon 
by a gang of three youths. The three pleaded 
guilty at Croydon Crown Court to charges of 
causing grievous bodily harm. One of the gang, 
Giles Denslow, was a member of the National 
Front. (Croydon Advertiser 28.10.83.) 
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Knife gang terror 


An Asian man was slashed with a knife in an 
attack by a gang of white youths in Birmingham. 
Thirty year old Mr Mirza Rafaqatbaig was 
attacked as he was walking down Prince Albert 
Street, Bordesley Green. Four men jumped from 
the shadows, demanded money, and then slashed 
his hand and stomach with a knife. Police are 
seeking four men aged about 19 and about six 
foot tall. (Evening Mail, Birmingham 25.10.83.) 


Hackney 


A Bengali man was attacked by three youths 
whilst walking his two daughters home from 
school. ‘‘They hit me because I was black and 
they were white’, said Mr Abdul Rahman. 
“They went on for about ten minutes.” 
(Hackney Gazette 30.9.83.) 


Courts let attackers free 


Two members: of a white gang who viciously 
attacked an Indian family last July in Acton 
walked free from the Old Bailey. Andrew 
McLoughin was given a £200 fine and Philip 
McAlees 200-hours community service. 

The incident involved a 40-strong mob 
attacking the car of the family. They smashed the 
windows, rocked the car from side to side and 
attacked the family imprisoned inside. Mr 
Caveeshar was dragged from the car and 
stabbed. At the hearing, the judge justified his 
lenient treatment of the offenders on the grounds 
that: ‘‘Parliament has enjoined me to avoid 
sending men to prison, if I can possibly do it.”’ 
(Standard 14.10.83.) 


Campaign against racism in schools launched 


The Newham Monitoring Project has launched a 
two-pronged campaign against racism in schools: 
incidents of racial harassment in schools will be 
monitored more thoroughly and a campaign 
against police in schools is to be launched. 
(Newham Recorder 13.10.83.) 


Clothing business destroyed 


Two fires at a clothing factory in Leyton, east 
London have destroyed the livelihood of 
company director Hasan Hasan. Over the last 
eight years there have been a number of break- 
ins and small fires, but now the two fires within a 
few hours of each other completely destroyed the 
premises. (Waltham Forest Guardian 28.10.83.) 


POLICE 





Report on ‘misuse of police powers’ 


A confidential report commissioned by the 
Metropolitan Police from the Policy Studies 
Institute has strongly criticised the management, 
structure and behaviour of police. Researchers 
said they could see no good reason for police 
officers’ decisions to stop and search individuals 
in over one-third of the stops made. Concern was 
also expressed about arrest procedures. Out of 
100 arrests observed, researchers saw eight cases 
of excessive force, and two cases in which 
officers arrested someone whom they believed 
had not committed an offence — which is illegal. 
The report also noted that anyone who was in the 
area where a major disturbance was taking place 
was liable to be arrested regardless of what they 
were doing. From opinion research the report 
says that about half of Londoners interviewed 
had serious doubts about police conduct, and 
over half the young blacks interviewed thought 
police used unreasonable force during arrests 
and often resorted to unjustifiable violence on 
people in custody. The report found racist 
language and racial prejudice prominent and 
pervasive. ‘‘Senior officers seldom try to set a 
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different tone and there were some cases where 
they initiated racialist talks and kept it going.’’ 
The Institute concluded that those problems 
could not be resolved by tighter legal constraints 
on policing, improvements could only come by 
changing the style of management and structure 
of the force. Following leaked reports of the 
study, its publication date has been brought 
forward by two months. (Guardian 29.10.83.) 

Just before The Guardian published leaked 
extracts from the PSI report, London’s police 
commissioner Sir Kenneth Newman announced 
he was to commission a public opinion poll to 
discover what people think about London’s 
police (The Standard 19.10.83.) 


Out-of-court settlement 


Errol Madden has been awarded £1,680 in an 
out-of-court settlement against the Metropolitan 
Police. He complained of false imprisonment 
and malicious prosecution after his acquittal by 
magistrates of theft. High Court action by the 
National Council for Civil Liberties on his behalf 
led the Home Office to issue new guidelines for 
investigations of complaints. No action has, 
however, been taken against the officers involved 
in Mr Madden’s case. (Guardian 27.10.83.) 


Community schemes for police 


Metropolitan Police cadets will spend a third of 
their course on communty service projects which 
will involve work in hospitals for mentally 
handicapped children, assisting in youth clubs 
and work on schemes involving the elderly. 
Training will also include multi-cultural studies 
and race awareness instruction. (Daily Telegraph 
17.10.83.) 


Police harassment admitted 


The head of Scotland Yard’s Race and 
Community Relations Unit, Commander John 
Newing, has admitted the possibility of police 
harassment in Haringey, north London. The 
Commander visited Cypriot, Asian and West 


Indian centres and the Broadwater Farm housing 


estate, and expressed his gratitude for the 
abundance of goodwill shown to him. But 
community leader Mrs Dolly Kiffin said the 
situation had been false and that the Commander 
had not met people at grass roots level. (Weekly 
Herald 20.40.83.) 


Damages for Toxteth death 


The mother of partially disabled David Moore, 
who died after being hit by a police car van 
driven at speed to disperse crowds at the height 
of disturbances in Toxteth in 1981, has received 
‘substantial damages’ from Merseyside Police. 
(Guardian 28.10.83.) 


EDUCATION 





Racist teachers face sack 


Leicestershire schools committee have agreed to 
make a ban on racist behaviour part of a 
teacher’s conditions of service. (Leicester 
Mercury 12.10.83.) 


Anti-racist policies 


Among guidelines on race and discrimination 
sent to all inner London schools by the Inner 
London Education Authority are proposals that 
all schools should have at least one black 
governor, keep records of the achievements of 
ethnic minority pupils, and a greater effort be 
made to recruit black staff. The right-wing 
Centre for Policy Studies have produced a report 
which calls for reform of ILEA and claims that 
head teachers were resigning over political 
pressures. (Guardian 1.10.83). 


IMMIGRATION 





Woman promised flat 


Afia Begum, who went into hiding after she was 
ordered to be deported following her husband’s 
death, has been promised a flat by Leader of the 
Greater London Council, Ken Livingstone. The 
campaign to stop her deportation has been 
supported by the local Asian community and 39 
MPs. (Guardian 1.11.83.) 


Children face deportation to ‘strange land’ 


Two Hackney children born and brought up in 
Britain, face deportation to Turkey with their 
parents. Mr and Mrs Hasbudak have lived in 
Britain illegally since their visas ran out in 1976, 
but many local people, including teachers and 
MPs have sent a petition to Whitehall asking for 
permission for the family to stay. (Hackney 
Gazette 14.10.83.) 


MP’s ‘racist remarks’ 


Community leaders in Southall have criticised 
remarks made by Hayes MP Terry Dicks at the 
Conservative Party Conference in Blackpool in 
October. He referred to Southall residents as the 
‘flotsam and jetsam of the world’ and said white 
people in Southall felt they were being swamped. 
(Southall Gazette 14.10.83.) : 


INDUSTRIAL ACTION 





Pickets support sacked Asians 


Nine sacked Asians who have been fighting for 
reinstatement for nine months were joined 
outside the factory in Redditch by pickets. The 
workers say there were sacked after they and 
other colleagues joined a union to fight for better 
pay and conditions. An industrial tribunal 
dismissed their claim of unfair dismissal but the 
workers are hoping an industrial court will 
overturn the tribunal’s decision. (Morning Star 
11.10.83.) 


Rag trade workers in demonstration 


Rag trade workers in east London staged a 
demonstration in support of six sacked strikers 
from a factory in Hackney. After three years of 
wage cuts, workers at Queensland Pleaters went 
on strike for better pay and conditions, but were 
sacked by company bosses who brought in 
youngsters to do their work. (East London 
Advertiser 21.10.83.) 


Open verdict 


An open verdict was recorded at the inquest of a 
Nigerian woman whose badly decomposed body 
was found in her home. She was described as 
‘withdrawn and lonely’ by social workers. (East 
London Advertiser 28.10.83.) 


Girls strip-searched 


On 27 October, in the light of the NALGO 
residential workers’ dispute, Southwark Social 
Services Department decided to move a number 
of young people in care from their homes on The 
Hollies estate in Sidcup to other care centres in 
the borough. Many young people refused and 
barricaded themselves in two of the houses. 
Council management began forcibly evicting 
them (one girl was dragged feet first out of the 
building so that her head and back were scraped 
along the ground) and police (including an IRU) 
were called. Out of a group of young people 
taken to Bexley Heath police station, only the 
two black girls were strip-searched — allegedly 
for drugs. (Childright, Children’s Legal Centre, 
No.3.) 


